
Jill Reiss and Randy Evans photographers 

VOLUME XXXVII, NUMBER 2, SPRING 2013 



DIVISION COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

PAGE 2 

Spring is just around the corner, and we are looking forward to both the air and water 
temperatures becoming warmer. The flotillas are making plans to start on-the-water training 
and patrols as soon as Mother Nature cooperates. 

I want to congratulate all the members who received awards at both the District Spring 
DTRAIN and the division awards dinner. Your efforts are recognized and appreciated by 
both Auxiliary and the active duty Coast Guard. 

At the division meeting on April 20 the division board voted to change the name of our 
division from “Omaha-Lincoln” to “Great Plains”. When the division was formed all the 
flotillas were located in Omaha and Lincoln but as the geographic area changed, the name 
“Omaha-Lincoln” did not seem to adequately represent the division. The number will not 
change – we are still Division 33! 

Division 33 has been asked to assist the Gasconade in taking pictures of all the shore aids 
between Omaha and Sioux City. There will be more information on this as a plan is 
developed to complete this mission. 

Operation Focused Lens is a new mission that the Auxiliary will be asked to participate in. 
We have not received the details of exactly how the Auxiliary will be involved in this but 
more information will be coming soon. 

The CG Cutter Gasconade will have a change of command this summer, and the Auxiliary 
members will be invited to attend. Please watch your e-mail and the division calendar for 
the date and time of this event. 

Coast Guard Day will be celebrated on Saturday, August 3, 2013 at Lake Manawa. Brandon 
and Frank will be cooking for this event.  Be sure to bring your family and friends to enjoy 
this event! It will be a fun day and a great way to introduce prospective members to the 
Auxiliary! 
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Division Commander (DCDR) – Jean Goble 
Division Vice Commander (DVCDR) – Barclay 
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Public Education (SO-PE) – Richard Goble 
Member Training (SO-MT) – Ralph Tomlinson 
Program Visitor (SO-PV) – Suzanne Tomlinson 
Vessel Examiner (SO-VE) – Suzanne Tomlinson 
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Human Resources (SO-HR) - Connie Walters 
Information Services (SO-IS) – Frank Reiss 
Communication Services (SO-CS) – Trevor 
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Public Affairs (SO-PA) – Barb Westcott 
Materials – (SO-MA) - Karl Rasmussen 
Publications (SO-PB) – Jill Reiss 
Chief of Response – Roland Newton 
Communications (SO-CM) – Jim Westcott 
Operations – (SO-OP) Norma Newton 

Send articles for the Missouri River Skipper  to: 
Jill C. Reiss at 8111 Vernon Avenue 

Omaha, NE  68134 
Email:  jreiss@uscgaux3303.info 

Deadlines Midnight on  
January 15 for Winter issue 

April 15 for Spring issue 
July 15 for Summer issue 
October 15 for Fall issue 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

7/26—GASCONADE Change of Command 
8/3—Division Picnic, Lake Manawa 
10/12—Division meeting, training, elections, 

Atlantic 
11/28—Thanksgiving. Gasconade 
12/21—12 Days of Christmas for Gasconade  

Published by and for members of 
Division 33 U.S. Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 8th Western Rivers Region.  
Opinions expressed herein are not 
necessarily those of the U.S. Coast 

Guard or U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary. 
Jill C. Reiss—Editor 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE—PRIVACY ACT OF 
1974:   

The disclosure of the personal information contained in this 
publication is subject to the provisions contained in the 
Privacy Act of 1974.  The subject Act, with certain 
exceptions, prohibits the disclosure, distribution, 
dissemination or copying of any material containing the home 
address, home telephone number, spouses’ names and social 
security numbers, except for official business.  Violations may 
result in disciplinary action by the Coast Guard and/or 
civilian criminal sanctions. 

INSIDE THIS EDITION 

PAGE 3 

Division Commander’s Message ........................ 2 
Dates to Remember ............................................. 3 
Information Services ............................................ 4 
Public Education .................................................. 5 
Flotilla 6 ................................................................. 5 
Flotilla 2 ................................................................. 6 
Awards.................................................................... 7 
 

Herb Angell, 
Nebraska 
Boating Law 
Administrator. 

Jill Reiss 
photographer. 



PAGE 4 

INFORMATION SERVICES 

The Auxiliary Learning Management System, as everyone knows, is officially online.  LMS as it is often 
referred to, houses the mandatory training required for Auxiliarists.  Some required classes need to be taken 
just once, while others must be taken every five years.  To access LMS each Auxiliarist MUST have a unique 
email address; the email address is used to identify the Auxiliarist within the LMS system.  The email 
requirement has posed some Auxiliarists an issue as they do not have a computer or internet access at home.  
Are you one of those Auxiliarists and have you asked yourself how do I meet the requirement?  Thankfully 
there is a relatively simple solution. 

There are a number of free email providers; they include, but are not limited to AOL, Yahoo, Google (gmail) 
and Hotmail.  To sign up for your free email address you, of course, need access to the internet.  Again a 
relatively simple solution is at hand.  Most public libraries provide computers with internet access.  True they 
may require a library card, but these are again relatively simple to acquire.  If you live in the Omaha area phone 
402-444-4809 or text 402-965-1275.  A librarian can help you locate the nearest library and assist you in 
acquiring a library card.  Lincoln residents may call 402-441-8500, Bellevue residents call 402-293-3157, Des 
Moines residents call 515-283-4152 and all others please check your local telephone directory. 

Once you have access to a computer with internet access, point the browser at aol.com, yahoo.com, gmail.com 
or hotmail.com and follow the instructions to setup your free email account.  Once you have your email 
address, you will need to contact your FSO-IS so that your email address can be entered into AUXDATA.  
The Monday morning following entry into AUXDATA, you will be able to point an internet browser at 
http://www.uscg.mil/auxiliary/training/auxlms.asp and follow the directions to access LMS.  I would also 
strongly suggest once you have an email address in AUXDATA that you point a browser at https://
auxofficer.cgaux.org/auxoff/ and click the “Obtain or Change Password.”  An email will be sent to the email 
address in AUXDATA containing your temporary password to access the Auxiliary Directory.  Login to the 
Auxiliary Directory with your EMPLID and the temporary password.  You will be prompted to change your 
password. 

Once you have an Auxiliary Directory password, you can then point your browser at http://ntc.cgaux.org/, 
click the “Get a Password” link and begin utilizing the National Testing Center to take online exams, including 
Navigation Rules and specialty course exams.  In some cases you may need a proctor, but you need your 
password first.   You will also now be able to access “members only” information on your flotilla, division and 
district websites that utilize the WOWII server. 

I’ll bet you didn’t know that something as simple as a FREE email address could open up so many 
opportunities.  Ok, so maybe you’re not a big fan of public places, but you can do the same thing utilizing a 
friend or family member’s PC that has access to the internet.  For that matter if you have a smart phone with 
internet access, you can access many of the items discussed above.  I personally utilize the Auxiliary Directory 
from my smart phone when away from a computer.  What about an E-reader such as a Nook?  Most tablets 
and E-readers are Wi-Fi enabled and many public places such as restaurants offer free Wi-Fi.  Imagine taking a 
specialty course exam while sitting on the patio of your favorite restaurant sipping your favorite beverage…… 

 



PAGE 5 

(cont. from page 4) 

Do you have a device and aren’t sure what you can or can’t do with it?  Give your friendly IS officer a call.  If 
they don’t know, have them get in touch with me.  I’ll figure it out or find someone who can. 

As a good friend of mine is fond of saying, “no trees were killed in the sending of this message, but a large 
number of electrons were terribly inconvenienced.”  Happy computing. 

Submitted by Frank Reiss 

 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 

Boating safety classes are in full swing in our division; at least in the Nebraska part of the division. So far 
attendance has not been as high as last year, but there is one thing that stands out. We are having a low 
attendance by teenagers and a much higher attendance by adults. I expect the teenagers will begin showing up 
in May and June when school is out. 

For your general information, the 14th edition of the BS&S textbook is supposed to be released this month. I 
don’t know if there will be a new PowerPoint for it or not. I hope to write more about this course in a future 
article. 

Submitted by Richard Goble 

FLOTILLA 6 

Flotilla 6's biggest activity to date was staffing boating safety exhibits at KidsFest. This is a two and one half 
day activity held at the Iowa State Fair Grounds. Our flotilla has for several years helped staff the Saylorville 
Corps of Engineers and Iowa DNR exhibits. The sponsor estimated over 13,000 attended. 

We have also been reviewing our members’ qualifications and what is necessary to maintain them. Training for 
some new qualifications has also started. Looking forward to getting our facilities out of storage and checked 
for what we hope will be a great boating season. 

Submitted by Jim Anderson, FC 



FLOTILLA 2 

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary meetings that Flotilla 33-2 members have attended were: 

1.  The January Division 33 Meeting in Fremont, Nebraska - (Connie Walters, Keith Deiml, Gary Jensen and 
Sharon McKay). 

2.  The District 8th Western Rivers Spring DTRAIN in Denver, Colorado – (Connie Walters and Bill Montz). 
Congratulations to Flotilla 33-2 members who received awards at DTRAIN: 

2500 Club Award – Keith Deiml, Mary Poe, Connie Walters 
Apple Award – Jeanie Deiml, Keith Deiml, Gary Jensen, Sharon McKay, Mary Poe, Connie Walters 
Publicist Award – Connie Walters 

Connie Walters Flotilla Commander has been enhancing the Auxiliary fellowship cornerstone within the flotilla 
by planning more activities. In the last few months meetings at favorite restaurants has been arranged to enjoy 
good food and each other’s company.  Members look forward to this monthly social event. 

Keith Deiml FSO-MT has been working with one member on their coxswain training.  

For in-flotilla training, Keith has presented: 

1.  A review of the Lancaster County Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP). 

2.  Created a tornado response scenario at Branched Oak Lake.  Each month possible responses are built 
around this scenario.  

3.  Practiced marlinspike for the upcoming boating season. 

4.  Explained the new AOM program. 

Collaboration between Gary Jensen FSO-OP and Keith Deiml FSO-MT offered the flotilla members the OPs 
workshop by Gary and the TCT refresher course by Keith. 

Public affairs events that the flotilla has participated in are the: Lincoln Boat and Sports Show and the Severe 
Weather Symposium.  

The flotilla has taught two boating classes thus far using the PowerPoint developed by Keith Deiml and 
approved by NSBLA Herb Angell. This PowerPoint presentation is to supplement the Boat Nebraska course. 
Nebraska state law mandates that any person born after December 31, 1985 must take a six-hour course.  In 
the PowerPoint, Keith scanned graphics, integrated text, quizzes and examination questions.  Equipment 
needed to demonstrate concepts was interjected as needed.  Laws from the 2013 Nebraska Boating Guide were 
referenced in the PowerPoint for both instructors and students. Distribution of this PowerPoint has been 
made sent to all certified Nebraska boating instructors including USCGAUX instructors who teach this course. 
The purpose was to have consistency of instruction by all Nebraska state boating instructors.  The overall goal 
is have safe boating operators on federal and state waters.  

It is sad to say one of our long time retired members, Carolyn Brown, has died. Carolyn will be remembered 
for contributing her time and talents as the flotilla’s secretary and PE instructor. Carolyn, a teacher by 
profession, was always sharing practical applications on how to be safe on the water with friends, flotilla 
members and the boating public. We will miss her fun-loving spirit. 

Flotilla 33-2 is Semper Paratus! 

Submitted by Jeanie Deiml, FSO-PB 
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