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The Change of Watch for Division 33, to install both the division officers as well as the flotilla officers, 
was held on January 12 at the Fremont Golf Club. Commander Dell’Orco conducted the installation of 
officers and the passing of the lantern. David Starr, Chief of Staff, assisted with the installation.  
 
There were several members who helped with the division meeting, training and Change of Watch. 
Karl and Annette Rasmussen arranged for the use of the facility in which we held the division meeting 
and training. They also provided the cookies that we enjoyed after the meeting. Barclay Stebbins did a 
great presentation on computer usage for the Auxiliary, and Norma Newton presented the Operations 
Workshop for 2013. The Operations Workshop will also be presented at the Awards Weekend at 
Mahoney State Park on April 20, 2013. Suzanne Tomlinson compiled the Armed Services medley 
which we used during the opening ceremony for the Change of Watch. This medley is always a great 
way to recognize the members and guests who have served our country.  Karl Rasmussen gave the 
invocation. The members and guests enjoyed great food and excellent service. 
 
Division 33 has a busy year planned for 2013. Our large geographic area creates challenges as we plan 
our events. We have some special events scheduled, and I hope that everyone will plan to attend.  The 
division meetings will continue to be held in conjunction with the dinners and other division events as 
much as possible so that more members can attend. 
 
We will be continuing to offer our assistance to the staff of the Coast Guard Cutter Gasconade. A great 
working relationship with the Master Chief and crew has been developed and the Division 33 bridge 
will be working with him to continue that relationship. At the division meeting we discussed providing 
treats to the Gasconade crew each month and especially for the holidays. Randy Evans will be 
coordinating this so I am asking the members to let Randy know which month you and/or your flotilla 
would like to provide the treats.  
 
I would like to see flotillas working together and sharing events so that as we work together we will 
build stronger relationships and enjoy great fellowship. Teamwork and communication are important 
and I hope that all our members will keep this foremost in their mind as we work together this year. 
Barclay and I plan to visit the flotilla meetings in Division 33 this year. I am encouraging the Division 
staff officers to also visit the flotilla meetings this year so that they can get to know and work closely 
with the flotilla staff officers. It is very important that communication flows both up and down the 
chain. Division staff officers should be communicating with the flotilla staff officers in their chain at 
least one time during each month, and the flotilla staff officers should communicate with the division 
staff officers at least one time per month and not wait for the division staff officers to make the contact 
first! Reports from the flotilla staff officers to the division staff officers should be submitted by the 25th 
of each month so that the division staff officers can have their reports submitted to the division board 
and the district staff officers by the 28th of each month. 
 
I want to thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as your Division Commander in 2013, and I 
am looking forward to working with each and every one of you as we perform our missions and display 
Honor, Respect and Devotion to Duty.  Semper Paratus. 



DIVSIION 33 OFFICERS 
Division Commander (DCDR) – Jean Goble 
Division Vice Commander (DVCDR) – Barclay 

Stebbins 
Immediate Past Division Commander (IPDCDR) 

– Frank Reiss 
Secretary  – Barb Westcott (SO-SR) 
Finance – Skip Wolff (SO-FN) 
Chief of Prevention – George McNary 
Navigation Services (SO-NS) – Randy Evans 
Public Education (SO-PE) – Richard Goble 
Member Training (SO-MT) – Ralph Tomlinson 
Program Visitor (SO-PV) – Suzanne Tomlinson 
Vessel Examiner (SO-VE) – Suzanne Tomlinson 
Chief of Logistics – Doug Eubanks 
Human Resources (SO-HR) - Connie Walters 
Information Services (SO-IS) – Frank Reiss 
Communication Services (SO-CS) – Trevor 

Henderson 
Public Affairs (SO-PA) – Barb Westcott 
Materials – (SO-MA) - Karl Rasmussen 
Publications (SO-PB) – Jill Reiss 
Chief of Response – Roland Newton 
Communications (SO-CM) – Jim Westcott 
Operations – (SO-OP) Norma Newton 

Send articles for the Missouri River Skipper  to: 
Jill C. Reiss at 8111 Vernon Avenue 

Omaha, NE  68134 
Email:  jreiss@uscgaux3303.info 

Deadlines Midnight on  
January 15 for Winter issue 

April 15 for Spring issue 
July 15 for Summer issue 
October 15 for Fall issue 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

 
2/1-3—Lincoln Boat Show 
3/15-17—Spring Business Meeting, Denver 
4/20—Division meeting, training and awards, 

Mahoney State Park 
4/27—Westroads Safety Fair 
8/3—Division Picnic, Lake Manawa 
10/12—Division meeting, training, elections, 

Atlantic 
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INFORMATION SERVICES 

A New Year and a new SO-IS; well ok a not-so new SO-IS 

The annual data dump for awards was taken Monday, January 14, 2013 following the January 13 roll 
of AUXDATA into AUXINFO.  Any additional 2012 entries will not be included in the 2012 awards 
calculation, but will count towards currency requirements and sustained service.  Speaking of 
currency requirements, the REYR flags were flipped January 7, 2013; numerous emails were sent out 
to members who had qualifications fall into REYR.  Work with your FSO-IS to determine what it 
will take to get you out of REYR.  If you no longer wish to remain active in a program, please 
complete an LOI (letter of intent), which can be found on the district web site forms page, and submit 
it as directed on the form. 

Online 7028 (change of member information) submission dashboard for IS officers is online and has 
streamlined the submission of 7028 forms.  You the member can now go online via the Auxiliary 
directory and submit changes.  Keep in mind that several fields, like address fields, will be normalized 
to meet U.S. Postal Service formatting.  You can also update your skills set online, and I would 
encourage each of you to do so; you never know what the Coast Guard may need.  The dashboard 
eliminates the need for emails to be sailing around cyberspace and occasionally landing in the infinite 
bit bucket.  Each Monday necessary forms appear in the appropriate IS officer’s queue.  All 
submissions as of this writing have been entered. 

A friendly reminder that the Officers and District Policy Guide states that ANSC 7029 forms should 
be submitted monthly and ANSC 7030 forms should be submitted as soon after the mission as 
possible and in time to allow entry by the SO-IS within two weeks of the mission.  Many FSO-IS 
officers have entry capability, therefore it is important to get the forms to them in enough time that 
they can enter the data and forward to the SO-IS for approval.  It is more important than ever to get 
your paperwork completed in a timely and accurate manner.  Also remember to please use the 
current approved forms when submitting mission information.  Outdated or “home made” forms 
makes it difficult for your IS officer to interpret and enter the data correctly.  Electronic submission is 
the preferred method, but current paper forms are acceptable.  Mission codes change periodically, so 
download and print at least one copy of the ANSC 7030 with instructions; this will help you 
complete your forms accurately. 

Of course, as always, if you have any questions with regards to IS, feel free to forward them to me via 
your FSO-IS officer.  Dot your Is, cross your Ts and with a little luck we’ll all enjoy following seas. 

Submitted by Frank Reiss 
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PUBLIC EDUCATION 

The number of students taught boating safety in 2012 was substantially higher than in previous years 
due to a change in Nebraska Law requiring anyone operating a power vessel born after December 31, 
1983 to have completed the Nebraska State Boating Course. I do not have the exact numbers; however, 
a reasonable estimate would be that the three flotillas in Division 33 who teach the Nebraska State 
Boating Course, probably taught close to a total of 750 to 800 students. We do not expect to have 
nearly as many students this year, but I do expect we will still teach a significant number of students in 
2013. We are still facing a challenge to get Iowa students to attend a boating safety class. This is because 
in Iowa students can take the Iowa class on-line, or any other BLA approved on-line course.  

According to Herb Angell, Nebraska BLA, there were a total of 2,502 students who took the course in 
Nebraska in 2012. In prior years the number of students who took the Nebraska State Course was stuck 
at around 1,200 students.  

At this time four of our Flotillas have already scheduled classes for 2013. Flotilla 33-1 has nine classes 
scheduled. Flotilla 33-2 has seven classes set up, Flotilla 33-03 has five classes scheduled, and Flotilla 33-4 
has tentatively scheduled two classes. Keep in mind the year is just getting started, and I am certain 
additional classes will be schedule as the year progresses.  

FSO-PE’s need to post Boating Safety Classes they schedule on the National Public Education Calendar 
located at: http://wow.uscgaux.info/WOW_signin.php?pe=TRUE 

Submitted by Richard Goble 

FLOTILLA 6 

At the end of 2012 we lost three members to retired status (one actually passed the bar). Between them 
they had 103 years of membership and each had donated thousands of hours to the Auxiliary programs. 
We will miss these members and their dedicated service and friendship. 

A review of the members’ current qualifications has been conducted and what will be necessary to 
maintain them in 2013. We have one member on REYR to make up once warm weather arrives. 

We are also determining what new qualifications members are interested in obtaining and the training 
that will be required. 

The paperwork is also being completed for a new member. 

Submitted by Jim Anderson, FC 



FLOTILLA 1 
As I sit here wondering just what the heck I got myself into by joining this organization (thanks 
Bernie), and as the FSO-PB is hounding me to write something (thanks Barb), who comes to my aid but 
Herb Angell (thanks Herb). 

As we are all well aware, our primary function is recreational boating safety, aiding and assisting the 
Gold side and having fun (my personal favorite).  Well last year we were able to help the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission in at least the educational function of the RBS side.  The 50 boating safety 
instructors taught an impressive 110 boating safety classes.  Wow you say, nay say I.  I say GREAT 
because those 50 instructors were able to bring RBS to the forefront of 2,502 current and future boaters.  
BUT . . . there is still more work to be done. 

In 2012 there were 45 accidents involving vessels reported in Nebraska, 7 of which were fatalities.  As a 
trained boating accident investigator, I am well aware that there are many factors involved in the 
causation of those accidents; however, the alarming factor was the number of incidents where personal 
flotation devices were NOT in use.  Of the seven fatalities, five of them were NOT wearing PFDs and a 
sixth even took his off to swim to shore.  While we cannot fix stupidity, let us at least try to educate it 
away.    If you are not an active instructor, try to become more active.  Not an instructor - - -it’s easy.  
If I can pass the exam for the qualification, so can you.  You say you have no desire to become an 
instructor.  I can understand that and applaud your decision, but you can be a good example.  If nothing 
else, these 6 fatalities should teach us that you never know when “it” is coming.  Be ready for “it” and 
always wear your PFD when on the water. 

Stay safe out there! 

Submitted by Jim Westcott, FC 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

The third weekend of January, 18-20, members of Flotillas 33-1 and 33-3 represented the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary at the 10th annual River City Hunting & Fishing Expo, at the Mid America Center, in 
Council Bluffs. The event was sponsored by Pottawattamie County Pheasants Forever  

There were an estimated 6,000 attendees that stopped by to look at campers, boats, vacation spots, 
crafts, etc.  The Auxiliary display presented videos on water and boating safety,  distributed Nebraska 
and Iowa Boating regulations, stickers, information pamphlets and activity books to further 
communicate the importance of water safety. 

In addition to the display, "Panda the Bear" was in circulation, walking around with his life jacket and 
taking advantage of photo opportunities. 

This was the fourth year we participated in the event and have an open invitation for next year. 

http://www.rivercityexpo.com/.  See photo on page 3.  (Photographer unknown.) 

Submitted by Randy Evans, 33-3 FSO-PA 
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Flotilla 33-6 lost a friend, shipmate and long time Auxiliarist. Vitolds "Vic" Voskans, a 44-year member 
of the Auxiliary, crossed the bar October, 21, 2012. 

Vic was born in Rezenke, Latvia on November 3, 1930. He immigrated to the U.S. in 1950 and was 
naturalized a U.S. Citizen in 1957. He spent his working years as a Ford auto body man. 

He joined the Auxiliary on December 1, 1968. He was proud to be an Auxiliarist and American citizen. 
In his early years he was active as a vessel operator and vessel examiner. He served in flotilla and 
division staff positions as well as flotilla commander. For the past many years he devoted his time to 
doing vessel examinations and being a contributing member to flotilla activities. 

For many years Vic and companion Frances Meyrat (a 35-year member) were a team doing VEs. On 
several occasions they were the top VE producers in the district. The last years Vic and Frances were 
able to do VEs (2008 &2009), they both had over 60 exams. They totally enjoyed working with the 
boating public and made doing a VE a true educational experience. Vic also mentored and trained many 
new examiners. Over the years this duo did literally thousands of exams. 

The past few years have been medically challenging for Vic. It included several surgeries including the 
partial amputation of a leg, a stroke and finally pneumonia. A short time prior to his passing, Vic and 
Frances requested retired status. 

We will indeed miss our friend and shipmate Vic and wish him smooth sailing on his new journey. If 
there are any boats in heaven, Vic will give them the best exam they'll have! 

Submitted by COMO Jim Anderson 

 

Photo provided by Derrick Sweeney 


