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Where does the time go?  It seems like I was just shoveling snow from my driveway and now OPTEX is 
just a few short weeks away! 

I hope that those of you who ventured to Lincoln for the division meeting, training and awards dinner 
had a wonderful time.  I most certainly did; I enjoyed the Friday evening social and believe that both the 
FBM planning and division meetings were very productive.  As I’ve said many times in the past, my 
favorite task as an elected officer is presenting awards; the Saturday night awards dinner was no 
exception.  I’d like to once again congratulate each of the award recipients as well as thank each member 
for your dedication to the Auxiliary missions. 

As you know, fellowship is one of the four cornerstones of the Auxiliary, and it has been a division goal 
and will remain a division goal to increase the number of fellowship opportunities.  Jean and I have 
discussed a number of purely “FUN” outings for the membership, but we need your input.  Over the 
next several weeks, I’m going to put together a survey (using Survey Monkey again) and send it to all 
membership; please take a few moments to complete the survey so that we can schedule something fun 
for our Auxiliary members, family and friends. 

PAGE 2 

Congratulations to all of our members who received awards at the awards banquet. Your enthusiasm 
for performing our missions is impressive, and you should be very proud of your accomplishments as 
we support the active duty Coast Guard. 
 
Boating classes and public affairs activities have been keeping everyone busy this spring. We are now  
getting ready for the operational season and hoping that Mother Nature will cooperate with us this 
year. We have several members who are working toward obtaining their boat crew or coxswain 
qualifications and need opportunities to practice on the water. 
 
Other members are making program visits and starting to do vessel safety checks to promote boating 
safety for the public. These are very important activities as boating accidents have already been 
happening in our local area and are being reported in the newspapers. 
 
Our fourth cornerstone of fellowship is being promoted as flotillas and the division plan social activities 
in the next few months. 
 
I want to thank those on the planning committee for the Fall Business Meeting for all their efforts in 
making this a very enjoyable event for all the members in the district. In order to make the Fall 
Business Meeting a success, we will need the help of all the members in Division 33 to host this event! 

DIVISION COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

FRANK REISS 

DIVISION VICE COMANDER’S MESSAGE 

JEAN GOBLE 



Division 33 Officers 
Division Commander (DCDR) – Frank Reiss 
Division Vice Commander (DVCDR) – Jean  

Goble 
Immediate Past Division Commander (IPDCDR) – 

Jean Goble 
Secretary  – Barb Westcott (SO-SR) 
Finance – Skip Wolff (SO-FN) 
Chief of Prevention – Richard S. Goble 

Navigation Services (SO-NS) – Randy Evans 
Public Education (SO-PE) – Jim Westcott 
Member Training (SO-MT) – Ralph Tomlinson 
Program Visitor (SO-PV) – Richard S. Goble 
Vessel Examiner (SO-VE) – Richard S. Goble 

Chief of Logistics – Connie Walters 
Human Resources (SO-HR) - Connie Walters 
Information Services (SO-IS) – Barclay Stebbins 
Communication Services (SO-CS) – Doug 
Eubanks 
Public Affairs (SO-PA) –  
Materials – (SO-MA) - George McNary 
Publications (SO-PB) – Jill Reiss 

Chief of Response – Roland Newton 

Send articles for the Missouri River Skipper  
to: 

Jill C. Reiss at 8111 Vernon Avenue 
Omaha, NE  68134 
Fax:  402-571-5422 

Email:  jreiss@uscgaux3303.info 
Deadlines Midnight on  

January 15 for Winter issue 
April 15 for Spring issue 
July 15 for Summer issue 
October 15 for Fall issue 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
6/9 - Optex 
8/4 - Division picnic/Coast Guard Day 
celebration, Lake Manawa Shelter 6 
9/21-22 - Fall Business Meeting, Omaha 
10/13 - Division meeting/training/election 
dinner 
11/22 - Thanksgiving dinner, Gasconade 
12/21-1/1 - 12 Days of Christmas, Gasconade 
12/8 - Division Christmas party, Old Chicago 
Cass 
1/12 - Division meeting/training/Change of 
Watch 
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VESSEL EXAMINATIONS 
With the start of 2012, I was under the illusion that if we did not have a flood or very high water on 
the Missouri River this year, we could get a lot of VSCs completed at boat ramps on the Omaha side 
of the river even with four out of five marinas possibly closed. I was counting marinas and boat 
ramps from Cottonwood Marina south to Plattsmouth. It looks like I was really off the mark. Instead 
of having as many as six boat ramps open, we are looking at two, and one of those two has always 
been a minor ramp. So if we want to do VSCs at a boat ramp on the Nebraska side of the Missouri 
River, it looks like the Dodge Park public ramp is pretty well it. 

So as VEs what is left? The flotillas in Des Moines should be able to conduct business as usual. 
Lincoln should be able to complete a lot of VSCs at Branched Oak Lake. I suggest the flotillas in 
Omaha ramp up the VSCs they do at Lake Manawa, do as many as they can at Dodge Park public 
ramp, and take a look at the Optimist ramp in Blair. I further suggest that VEs from the Omaha 
flotillas consider driving out to Branched Oak Lake to do VSCs There are a lot of boats using 
Branched Oak Lake, and not many VSCs have been done in past years at that lake. The bottom line 
for the VEs of the Omaha flotillas is be creative and try a different track at completing VSCs in 2012. 

Submitted by Richard Goble 

(cont. from page 2) 

In my opening I mentioned OPTEX.  Too many of you feel this is simply for our operations folks; 
well I’m here to tell you that is not the case.  Certainly the event focuses on tasks that improve our 
operations folks’ readiness, but that doesn’t mean YOU might not have fun getting someone wet 
with a P6 pump, tossing a heaving line, participating as a judge, cooking or just hanging out! 

The Auxiliary, of course, is not all about fun, but it certainly helps when our other missions wear on 
us.  Operations will once again be a challenge as we approach a boating season without the usual 
comforts; fuel, ramps and marinas will be our challenge on the Missouri River.  There has been a 
continued increase of recreational boating traffic on our area lakes, which means an increased need 
for our resources; operational, educational, vessel examiners, program visitors, public affairs, etc. will 
not be short on opportunities in 2012. 

As if our traditional missions are not enough, Division 33 will be hosting the Fall Business Meeting 
September 21-22, 2012 at the Double Tree by Hilton downtown.  Consider this an open invitation to 
ALL members to provide whatever assistance you may be able to provide.  If you have a specific skill 
or just want to be involved, contact your flotilla commander and asked to be put in contact with a 
committee member. 

Lastly!  Please be vigilant as you go about your daily business whether it is personal, work or 
Auxiliary.  Remember what TCT teaches us: whether it is communication, situational awareness, 
mission analysis, assertiveness, adaptability, leadership or decision making, it all applies to the things 
we do each and every day.  Stay safe and I hope to see everyone at the OPTEX June 9, 2012. 
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Be patient, boaters urged 
By Kevin Cole. World-Herald News Service | Posted: Monday, April 23, 2012 11:32 am 

Omaha-area boaters looking for a way into the Missouri River may need to exercise patience as life along the na-
tion's longest waterway continues to return to normal. 

Narrows River Park and Lake Manawa State Park in Council Bluffs have the only public-access boat ramps open 
on the Iowa side of the Missouri River. Boaters on the Nebraska side, for the time being, must go all the way to 
Blair to find public access to the river. 

"Boating will be so different now, the whole boating atmosphere in the area will change," said Brian Orth, the 
ranger at Narrows River Park. "(Last year) was bad for boating. In fact, the last two years have been tough. 
Hopefully this year we'll be open throughout the season." 

The Narrows River Park boat ramp opened Wednesday. High water kept the boat ramp closed most of 2011 and 
for several weeks in 2010. 

The boat ramps at N.P. Dodge Park in north Omaha also were closed by last year's flood and aren't expected to 
open until Memorial Day. Omaha's city park maintenance manager, Brook Bench, said the staff at N.P. Dodge 
Park has been getting numerous calls from boaters since Cottonwood Marina in Blair, Sandpiper Cove in Omaha 
and Haworth Park in Bellevue all closed because of flooding problems. 

"We've been working in there since last fall getting the electric, plumbing and damage to the docks fixed," Bench 
said. "Every slip is already rented, and we have a waiting list of about 400 names." 

Bench said the boat ramps at N.P. Dodge Park have been dredged of the muck left by the flood and would be 
operable now, if not for the extensive renovations going on throughout the rest of the park. He estimated that 
the city will spend $2 million on the park. 

"There won't be any camping this year, but we will get the boat ramps and marina open just as soon as possible," 
Bench said. "The way the river has been acting for a couple of years, people are more than ready to get back to 
normal." 

Blair Mayor Jim Ralph said users "shouldn't expect too much" of his city's boat ramp because the road leading to 
it "is really rough." He also said the ramp can handle only one boat at a time. 

In Plattsmouth, Neb., the City Council voted last week to seek designs for the complete repair of its boat ramp 
and the adjacent park. City Administrator Erg Portis said the repairs will cost about $130,000, with 87.5 percent 
of the money coming from the federal and state governments. 

"We're hoping for complete repair of the park, the boat ramp and the road leading in by mid- to late summer," 
Portis said. 

Also in Plattsmouth, the Castaway Point marina is advertising that it will reopen soon. The marina's website said 
new concrete docks have been built and boats "from 20 to 30 feet long" are welcome. 

Mark Shoemaker, executive director of Pottawattamie County Conservation, called reopening the boat ramp at 
Narrows River Park a key step toward recovery. 

"We still have a lot of work to do," he said, noting repairs are needed to park shelters, buildings and playground 
equipment. 

"But this is important. There are a lot of people who want to get out on the river and do some recreation activi-
ties, some fishing, all that fun stuff on the river. This is important." 

- Mike Brownlee of the World-Herald News Service contributed to this report. 
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FLOTILLA 33-2 

Flotilla 33-2 has been actively preparing for the 2012 boating season. With an early spring arrival, boaters are 
anxious to get onto the water. Therefore, with Nebraska’s new boating law age requirement, Boat Nebraska 
classes are filling up rapidly.  The public education instructors have met to review content, teaching aid materials 
and class procedures. 

Thus far we have had two public affairs events. Members have staffed the Lancaster Boat and Travel Show 
February 3-5 and the Severe Weather Symposium on March 31. 

FSO-OP Jensen is making sure boats are being facilitized and patrol schedules finalized. 

FSO-MT Deiml has members beginning crew and coxswain training.  Member training has been held after each 
flotilla meeting to keep us all prepared. 

In March, Bill Montz and Keith Deiml went to Kearney, Nebraska to attend the Nebraska State Conservation 
Instructors Conference. The same weekend, FC Poe and VFC Walters went to the USCG Auxiliary Business 
Meeting in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Congratulations to our two members Claire Coleman on passing the navigational rules test, and Lance Kolb for 
receiving his certificate for recreational boating safety. 

Flotilla 33-2 is Semper Paratus!  
Submitted by Jeanie Deiml 

FLOTILLA 33-1 
The spring work has started as we have conducted many PE classes with a few more scheduled.  The number of 
“adult” students has increased this year, which is very interesting.  We have been out in public with many PA 
activities and many more to come.  The RBS visits continue to grow, and the VSCs are getting done as the boats 
arrive from storage. 
Many of our members have stepped up and continue to assist with the planning and preparation for the Fall 
Business Meeting being held here in Omaha.  Things are starting to come together as we work for one common 
goal: make this the best ever, and one that they will not soon forget!  We have the talent, venues, personnel and 
leadership to make this happen. 

The Awards Banquet was held on 28 Apr 12, and I can honestly say that I was truly proud of the 
accomplishments of every member of this flotilla for the awards we received for 2011.  The challenges were 
numerous, due to the availability of OPFACS, navigable water and weather, but as always, we got it done.  
Having said that, we must remember we cannot do it alone; we also need the assistance of the other flotillas to 
get things done.  After all we are a division, not divided, and should work as one at all levels; that’s how we 
achieve success.   I was also very pleased with the number of our members who took this opportunity to get the 
required training done and those that stayed for the awards presentation. 

We have a lot to do in operations, as three of our members need to finish up their crew training in preparation 
for a QE.  They will need our support to get this accomplished, and we need to be ready to get this done, as we 
did when we started. 

We are working on our recruiting with one new member and working on more.  This is part of our flotilla 
goals.  It is very important as new active members provide for growth, new ideas and increased opportunity for 
not only the flotilla but we as a division. 

Let us all have a very successful 2012! 
Submitted by Barclay Stebbins 
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Flotilla 3 has been busy scheduling public education classes.  In February we had AuxMan Part II 
training.  Our March meeting was a social outing at Romeo’s.  We had all things I/S training at our 
April meeting.   

I want to thank everyone who took time out of their busy schedule to attend the spring business 
meeting in Kansas City and the awards weekend activities in Lincoln.  And I want to congratulate all 
of the award recipients. 

Submitted by Jill Reiss 

FLOTILLA 33-3 

Photos provided by  Jill Reiss 

Brian Wick Award winner Suzanne Tomlinson 

Award winner Frank Award winner Jill Reiss 



 
 
 
 
Coast Guard Meritorious Team Commendation Floatzilla 2011 Safety and Security Team:  33-4  
Wendy Faganel 
Paul Faganel 
Charles Brudtkuhl 
Eugene Kellogg 
 
Coast Guard Auxiliary Letter of 
Commendation 
Ralph F. Tomlinson 33-1 
 
Master Chief Smith – USCG 
Gasconade  
Roland Newton 
Norma Newton 
Phil Ward 
Doug Potts 
Bill Tilton 
Ken Merlin 
Jim Westcott 
Frank Reiss 
Paul Faganel 
Wendy Faganel 
 
8 WR Awards 
Compass Rose 
Ralph Tomlinson – 33-1 
Frank Reiss Jr., 33-3 
Pauline Longnecker – 33-3 
Ronald Longnecker – 33-3 
Charles Brudtkuhl, 33-4 
Nick Critelli, 33-4 
Normal Newton, 33-4 
 
Sextant 
Eugene Kellogg – 33-4 
Wendy Faganel -33-4 
 
Apple Award 
Barclay Stebbins, 33-1 
Bernard L. McNary, 33-1 
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(cont. from page 8) 
 
George W. McNary, 33-1 
Warren W. Koehler, 33-1 
Richard S. Goble, 33-1 
Norma J. Goble, 33-1 
Thomas Spieker, 33-1 
James E. Westcott, 33-1 
Mary J. Poe, 33-2 
Gary C. Jensen, 33-2 
Claire F. Coleman, 33-2 
Keith W. Deiml, 33-2 
Pauline G. Longnecker, 33-3 
Annette M. Rasmussen, 33-3 
Frank T. Reiss, Jr., 33-3 
Karl H. Rasmussen, IV., 33-3 
 
Strike Force Instruction 
Ralph Tomlinson, 33-1 
Suzanne Tomlinson, 33-1 
 
Travelers Award 
Chuck Brudtkuhl, 33-4 
Como James Anderson, 33-6 
 
Publicist Award 
Gary C. Jensen, 33-2 
Douglas W. Eubanks, 33-3 
Robert M. Green, 33-4 
Derrick J. Sweeney, 33-6 
Doug E. Potts, 33-7 
William R. Tilton, 33-7 
 
2500 Club 
Richard S. Goble, 33-1 
Gary C. Jensen, 33-2 
Ronald L. Longnecker, 33-3 
Frank T. Reiss, Jr., 33-3 
Jill C. Reiss, 33-3 
Robert M. Green, 33-4 
Eugene C. Kellogg, 33-4 
Charles H. Brudtkuhl, 33-4 
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5000 Club 
 
(cont. from page 9) 
 
Barclay A. Stebbins, 33-1 
Ralph F. Tomlinson, 33-1 
Suzanne H. Tomlinson, 33-1 
Pauline G. Longnecker, 33-3 
 
Marine Safety Award 
Ralph Tomlinson, 33-1 
Nick Critelli, 33-4 
 
Outreach Award 
Ralph F. Tomlinson, 33-1 
Pauline G. Longnecker, 33-3 
Ronald L. Longnecker, 33-3 
Nick Critelli, 33-4 
 
Sparky Award 
Eugene C. Kellogg, 33-4 
Charles F. Brudtkuhl, 33-4 
Roland C. Newton, 33-4 
 
Best Flotilla Newsletter 
33-3, The Porthole 
Jill C. Reiss, Editor 
 
Commodore’s Award 
Flotilla 33-1, Barclay Stebbins, FC 
 
Instructor of the Year – Runner Up  
Suzanne Tomlinson, 33-1 
 
Instructor of the Year 
Ralph Tomlinson, 33-1 
 
Recreational Program Visitation Top Performer 
Charles Brudtkuhl, 33-4 
 
Recreational Program Visitation Top Flotilla 
Flotilla 33-4, Wendy C. Faganel, FC 
 
Vessel Examinations Top Performer 
Steven Johnson, 33-6 
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Edith Ann Johnston Trophy  
Flotilla 33-7, Doug Potts, FC 
 
Operations – 50 – 99 
Frank T. Reiss Jr., 33-3 
Norma J. Newton, 33-4 
Paul R. Faganel, 33-4 
 
Watchstanders 15 – 25 Hours 
Doug Eubanks – 33-3 
Trevor Henderson, 33-4 
 
Operations Top Performer – Glen Fletcher Trophy 
Pauline G. Longnecker, 33-3 
 
Operations Top Flotilla 
Flotilla 33-4, Wendy Faganel, FC 
 
Lead Instructor, 50 or More Hours 
Richard S. Goble, 33-1 
Barclay A. Stebbins, 33-1 
George W. McNary, 33-1 
 
Public Education/Member Training Top Flotilla 
Flotilla 33-1, Barclay Stebbins, FC 
 
Public Affairs Program Award Top 
Performer 
Robert Green, 33-4 
 
Marine Safety and Environmental 
Protection Top Performer 
Nick Critelli, 33-4 
 
Harry Hartley Recruiting Award 
Flotilla 33-4, Wendy Faganel, FC 
 
Flotilla Administrative Support 
Performance Award Top Performer 
Ralph Tomlinson, 33-1 
 
Weighted Points – 125 but less than 250 
Norma J. Goble, 33-1 
Warren W. Koehler, 33-1 
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TEXAS STATE TROOPERS ADD GUNBOAT TO FIGHT MEXICAN CRIMINALS ON BORDER LAKE 
02-20-2012 3:20 pm - John Wallace 
 

As many know, Texas has a border problem. Lake Falcon is 
a lake that borders Texas and Mexico . Last year several 
boaters were killed by drug cartel folks from the other 
side. We are now aware that the automatic weapons used 
in the killings were probably from "Fast and Furious". 
When Texas joined the Union as a sovereign nation in 
1836 we retained the right to have a Navy to ward off the 
Mexicans since the United States refused to protect us. 
This is Texas' first Naval vessel of this century, small but 
potent. With Texas State Troopers patrolling, it will soon 
be safe for Americans to fish and boat on Lake Falcon this 
summer.  

Article from http://www.libertynewsonline.com; 
provided by Doug Potts 

The TEXAS DPS - New 36 ft. Patrol/Gunboat  
[pictured at the Homer Garrison Law Enforcement 
Academy, in Austin] 
 

Designed and built to patrol Falcon Lake . . . 
 
The armaments onboard include: 
 
5 - static mounted [2 dual & 1 single] FN M240B 
7.62×51 mm NATO Light machine guns,  
 
2 - Barrett .50 BMG Sniper Rifles, and other assorted 
5.56 rifles,  
 
9mm sub machine guns, and grenade launchers.  
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