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As I write this article, Change of Watch is just six days away.  Hours of planning has gone into the 
meeting, training and dinner yet I feel like something is missing.  What is missing you might ask?  The 
answer, of course, is you are.  It is my hope that each of you will have attended the division meeting, 
training and Change of Watch dinner prior to reading this article. 

As I look forward to the remainder of 2012, one thing comes to mind.  For the last two years 
recreational boating has basically not existed on the Missouri River.  This means that we have our work 
cut out for us in 2012.  As we plan for boat shows and set flotilla goals for 2012, let’s keep in mind that 
many boaters will be on the river for the fist time in two years.  Take an extra moment and remind 
each boater we encounter that it is all of our jobs to be safe.  If they haven’t, suggest a boater safety 
course, and remember we now have a born after date regulation in Nebraska.  Suggest a vessel safety 
check; nothing is more effective than one-on-one boater education.  Most importantly remind them to 
wear their life jacket every time they step onto their boat. 

As always, feel free to send me your suggestions; of course, respect the COLAM (Chain of Leadership 
and Management) and send your suggestions via your FC or appropriate staff officer.  I wish all of you a 
successful 2012. 

DIVISION VICE COMANDER’S MESSAGE 

JEAN GOBLE 

The year 2012 is off to a busy start! The Division 33 Change of Watch was well attended, and I want to 
thank all of the members who attended this event. 2012 promises to be a busy year with all of our 
regular missions along with the planning for the Fall Business Meeting to be held in Omaha. I am 
looking forward to working with all our members as we complete our missions and support the active 
duty Coast Guard. Hopefully Mother Nature will smile on us this year and refrain from sending so 
much water to our area.  

Our next division event will be the Awards Banquet, division meeting and training in Lincoln on April 
28, 2012. This promises to be a fun event as awards are presented, and we share fellowship with each 
other.  

I hope to see several of the members from Division 33 at the Spring Business Meeting in Kansas City 
March 9-10, 2012. This is a great opportunity for members to receive training on various topics in 
which they are interested, meet old friends and make new friends.  
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

3/9-10 - Spring Business Meeting, Kansas City 
4/28 - Division meeting/training/awards dinner, 
Lincoln 
6/9 - Optex 
8/4 - Division picnic/Coast Guard Day celebration, 
Lake Manawa Shelter 6 
9/21-22 - Fall Business Meeting, Omaha 
10/13 - Division meeting/training/election dinner 
11/22 - Thanksgiving dinner, Gasconade 
12/21-1/1 - 12 Days of Christmas, Gasconade 
12/8 - Division Christmas party, Old Chicago Cass 
1/12 - Division meeting/training/Change of Watch 
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FLOTILLA 33-1 

The new year 2012 has brought rejuvenation, 
resolutions and reorganization to Flotilla 33-2.  
The members congratulated and pledged their 
support to our new leaders FC Mary Poe and 
VFC Connie Walters.  At our first flotilla meeting 
of the year, everyone was eager to set new goals 
and get ready to support the upcoming public 
affairs events and public education classes. 
Committees were formed to work on publications 
and public education teaching aids. Guest speaker 
Herb Angel, Nebraska State Boating Law 
Administrator, reviewed the new Nebraska 
mandatory state boating law passed April 2011, 
which became effective January 1, 2012. 

Two boat shows are requesting the help of the 
members if they are available:  River City 
Hunting & Fishing Expo January 20-22nd and the 

Lancaster Boat and Travel Show February 3-5th. 

Congratulations to Kathy Kirwan on receiving 
her 5-year certificate. 

Flotilla 33-2 is Semper Paratus! 

Submitted by  Jeanie Deiml 

FLOTILLA 33-2 

The holidays are behind us, and we begin a new 
year 2012.  We hope you all had a great 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  The flotilla 
held its annual Christmas party meeting and 
fellowship on 17 Dec 11 hosted by George and 
Kay McNary.  We had an excellent turnout and 
at the same time, I also advised the membership 
to relax, enjoy the holidays with family and 
friends as we prepare for a very busy 2012.  I also 
want to thank all the members that provided 
food and desserts to the crewmembers of the 
Gasconade while they were in port. 

We have some things coming up right out of the 
box to start 2012.  The Division Change of 
Watch 21 Jan, our PE classes start in February 
and then the Awards Banquet. 

Many of our members have offered to help with 
the planning for the Fall Business Meeting that is 
being hosted right here in Omaha.  I truly want 
to thank all the members that volunteered to 
assist, as this is our time to help our Division 33 

to shine.  Several of us took the first planning 
step by visiting one of the potential venues for 
one of our activities.  That could be a fun place 
to start! 

Many of you will start your new staff positions 
and/or get the previous one.  Please take the time 
to understand those responsibilities and work 
with the Chain of Leadership and Management 
to make those staff positions efficient and 
productive. 

I truly look forward to working with my new 
VFC, Jim Westcott and the rest of our 
membership this coming year.  This should be a 
truly exciting year. 

Again, THANK YOU all for your support and 
hard work. 

Submitted by  Barclay Stebbins 
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Our Christmas party was held at Wheatfield's.  We had a bring one, take one gift exchange. 

Several members and their guests attended the training, meeting and Change of Watch dinner at the 
downtown Hilton.  Randy Evans and I were sworn in as incoming officers. 

We are currently working on our 2012 budget and goals as well as changes to our standing rules.  
Gail Redin was a guest at our January meeting.   

We will be swearing in our officers at our February meeting. 

We are currently scheduling public education classes.  As we get closer to warmer weather and the 
boating season, our operations activities will pick up. 

Some of our members have volunteered to be on the Fall Business Meeting committee.  The FBM 
will be held in Omaha this fall. 

Submitted by Jill Reiss  
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FLOTILLA 33-3 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
National has recently started beta testing a new system for the Prospective Member Program. Under 
the new system, the online form uses the information entered by the prospects to figure out exactly 
where they live and then automatically finds the five nearest flotillas. An e-mail is then automatically 
sent simultaneously to the FSO-HR of each of those flotillas. Each FSO-HR knows exactly who has 
received the e-mail because the e-mail lists the officer names, flotillas and e-mail addresses of the five 
FSOs in the body of the e-mail along with the distance from the prospect’s address to each flotilla in 
ascending order. The SO-HR and DSO-HR also receive a copy of the e-mail. The FSO-HRs are 
encouraged to contact the prospect as soon as possible, determine their suitability for membership 
and recruit them. 

Submitted by Jean Goble 

What RSVP Means 
The term RSVP comes from the French expression "répondez s'il vous plaît", 
meaning "please respond".  If RSVP is written on an invitation it means the 
invited guest must tell the host whether or not they plan to attend the event. 
It does not mean to respond only if you're coming, and it does not mean 
respond only if you're not coming (the expression "regrets only" is reserved 
for that instance). It means the host needs a definite head count for the 
planned event and needs it by the date specified on the invitation. 
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PROGRAM VISITORS/VESSEL EXAMS 
In 2011 we had  30 vessel examiners and 22 program visitors. With the start of 2012, these numbers have 
declined to 24 vessel examiners and 19 program visitors, as several went into REYR status. Even though 
this is a decline in these areas, it is not as bad as the statistics in AUXDATA indicated it might have 
been when I last looked at this area in September 2011. Since then a significant number of VEs and PVs 
in Division 33 were able to complete their required number of VSCs and PVs to keep from going into 
REYR.  Regarding all those VEs and PVs who went into REYR with the start of 2012, I hope they will 
be able to complete the necessary number of VSCs and visits in 2012 to regain their currency in these 
two important mission areas. The FSO-VEs and FSO-PVs of each flotilla need to check AUXDATA 
for the names of those in their AOR who went into REYR in 2012 and work with them to restore the 
member’s currency and productivity. 

The 2012 VSC decals are now available from ANSC, and I have sent the instruction on the procedure 
to be followed to secure them to the FSO-VEs and, in some cases, to the FC. There will again be a one- 
time initial allocation released to the flotillas by ANSC, and if additional decals are subsequently 
needed, they are secured from the SO-VE. 

Fire extinguishers!! Late last summer we had a directive that fire extinguishers expire 12 years after the 
date stamped on them or on a tag that is attached to them. We have since found out that this rule seems 
to apply to commercial vessels and not to recreational vessels.  However, this issue is still being 
explored by National V staff. In the meantime I strongly suggest to VEs that they do not apply this 12-
year rule when doing a VSC. Who knows what will finally come down the flag pole. 

Submitted by Richard Goble 

It's been a symbol of hope and perseverance to so 
many Americans across the country since the 
tragedy of 9/11. A flag destroyed that day and 
stitched back together by Americans across the 
country made its way to Omaha. 

The National 9/11 Flag was destroyed in the 
aftermath of the World Trade Center attacks on 
September 11 and stitched back together seven 
years later by tornado survivors in Greensburg, 
Kansas. 

Since then it has been making it's way, and 
Wednesday, January 22, the flag was at the Hilton 
Omaha during the Yellow Ribbon Reintegration 
Program. 

The program is to promote the well-being of 
National Guard and Reserve members, their 
families and communities, by connecting them 
with local resources before, during, and after 
deployments, especially during the reintegration 

phase that occurs months after service members 
return home. 

The National 9/11 Flag is one of the largest 
American flags to fly above the wreckage at 
Ground Zero.  

http://www.wowt.com/home/
headlines/911__138079918.html 

 

Jill Reiss photographer 



INFORMATION SERVICES 
As we start the new year, 2012, I want to thank all of the IS officers for their hard work and dedication 
this past year. The Annual Member Summary Reports will be sent out to each member very soon if 
you have not already received them.  Please carefully review, note changes and remember that this 
process is to help ensure that your records are correct.  

As a year in review goes, here are some things that have happened for two years in a row, for which I 
cannot find any rationale justification: 

•  Paperwork being submitted on old obsolete forms. 
• Paperwork being “batch” submitted and in some cases for the entire year during the last 

week of December.  
 
Per the District Policy Manual, Rev 16 Sep 11, (summarized for clarity), to be sure the missions are 
recorded in AuxData in a timely manner, the Member Activity Log (ANSC 7029) should be submitted 
no later than two weeks after the end of month.  Mission Activity Report (ANSC 7030) should be 
submitted immediately after completing an activity and be in the hands of their SO-IS no later than 
two weeks after the activity. They should then check reports to ensure the credit is recorded. 

The other and more serious problems that this does pose is REYR.  You take the risk of going into 
this status at the end of the year, due to insufficient instructor hours, RBS visits, VSC, boat crew/
PWC/coxswain hours, etc., because your paperwork is not in the system.  Your information service 
officers have family, friends and plans as well and may not be able to spend excessive amount of hours 
entering late submissions at year end.  This does not leave too many options to correct the needed 
missions/hours once the paperwork is submitted and entered.  This also may result in a negative 
impact on eligibility for awards. 

I strongly urge the FC/VFC to emphasize to their staff and members that timely and accurate 
paperwork submissions are crucial to the success of your flotilla, division, district, Auxiliary and the 
Coast Guard.  These forms and the resulting data compilations are vital in justifying the value we 
volunteers provide. 

I challenge each of the FSO-ISs at every meeting to track whom turns in their paperwork.  Please work 
with your other staff officers to track instructor hours, RBSs, etc., for each period and advise the VFC 
you are not seeing the paper work.  I would expect Auxiliary personnel to be accountable for timely 
paperwork submissions.   

I would strongly discourage Division 33 members from continuing this practice of submitting a year’s 
worth or even several months of paperwork at the end of 2012.  I have asked that when forms are 
submitted electronically to your FSO-IS, that he return an e-mail to you stating that it has been posted 
to AuxData.   

If you have any problems using the electronic forms or need a hard copy of current forms, please 
contact your FSO-IS immediately. 
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(cont. from page 7) 

 hope that you all have a productive and rewarding 2012. 

Submitted by Barclay Stebbins 

 

Jim Sitzman, Randy Evans and Julian Lachendro setting up at the River City Hunting and Fishing Expo. 
 
 (photographer unknown) 
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