
 
VOLUME XXXVI, NUMBER 3, SUMMER 2011 



The dog days of summer have arrived; it’s been awhile since heat indexes reached 108, but that only 
means that the division picnic will soon be upon us.  High water created a challenge to find a location 
for the event, but Lake Manawa had a covered site become available for the August 6, 2011 date.  Details 
of the day’s events have been sent to your chain of leadership and management via email.  Please 
remember to RSVP by August 1, 2011.  I apologize for the short notice on the invite, but again the high 
water posed us difficulty in securing a venue.  I do expect that several members of USCGC Gasconade 
crew will be able to join us. 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the Fall Business Symposium September 16-17, 2011 in Kansas 
City, Mo.  Registration information is on the district web site.  The deadline for hotel reservations is 
August 24, 2011.  Although high water has cut off the most direct route to Kansas City from Omaha, 
there are a number of alternative routes.  The location will provide Division 33 members a super 
opportunity to attend a symposium. 

Fall Business Symposium is the start of the election season.  Division 33 Election Dinner will be held 
October 15, 2011 at the Feedlot restaurant in Atlantic, Iowa, with training and division meeting taking 
place at the Super 8 across the parking lot.  Room registration deadline is September 30, 2011.  Of 
course, flotilla elections will follow division elections.  Those interested in running for office should 
check to be certain you meet eligibility requirements.  There is still time to complete APC or gain a 
new qualification.  I’d like to thank all those who have served this year. 

I’d also like to thank all the members; despite numerous challenges, you have continued to excel in the 
traditional mission areas while providing assistance in new areas.  High water is forecasted to be with us 
most, if not all of the remaining boating season.  Your continued devotion to duty will see us through 
the remainder of the year. 
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The mighty Missouri River has taken the fun out of summer. We are working harder for our patrol 
hours this year. Be diligent in trying to get those hours so you do not go into REYR. Our SO-OP 
officer can help you. He knows where we can operate and may have suggestions on how to obtain our 
hours. The might MO is going to stay high all summer and rumors allude to it being high next year as 
well. Our AuxAir facility has been busy flying over the flooded areas. Some members are accruing time 
for air observer on these missions. Pictures are taken as well. Pictures will be a great documentation 
piece for the history books. We hear a lot of things via the news media about the flooding and what is 
going on. We should always go to our division commander for information. He is kept informed by the 
Commodore. So if you hear something make sure it comes from a reliable source, which should always 
be the division commander. Be careful and be safe. 

DIVISION COMMANDER’S 
MESSAGE 

DIVISION VICE COMANDER’S 
MESSAGE 



Division 33 Officers 
Division Commander (DCDR) – Frank Reiss 
Division Vice Commander (DVCDR) – Connie Walters 
Immediate Past Division Commander (IPDCDR) – Jean 

Goble 
Secretary  – Paul Faganel (SO-SR) 
Finance – Skip Wolff (SO-FN) 
Chief of Prevention – Richard S. Goble 

Navigation Services (SO-NS) – Randy Evans 
Public Education (SO-PE) – Jim Westcott 
Member Training (SO-MT) – Ralph Tomlinson 
Program Visitor (SO-PV) – Richard S. Goble 
Vessel Examiner (SO-VE) – Richard S. Goble 
Marine Safety (SO-MS) – Norma Newton 

Chief of Logistics – Jill Reiss 
Human Resources (SO-HR) - Jean Goble 
Information Services (SO-IS) – Barclay Stebbins 
Communication Services (SO-CS) – Doug Jansen 
Public Affairs (SO-PA) – Damien Petersen 
Materials – (SO-MA) - George McNary 
Publications (SO-PB) – Jill Reiss 

Chief of Response – Roland Newton 
Communications (SO-CM) – Roland Newton 
Operations – (SO-OP) Frank Reiss 

Send articles for the Missouri River Skipper  
to: 

Jill C. Reiss at 8111 Vernon Avenue 
Omaha, NE  68134 
Fax:  402-571-5422 

Email:  jreiss@uscgaux3303.info 
Deadlines Midnight on  

January 15 for Winter issue 
April 15 for Spring issue 
July 15 for Summer issue 
October 15 for Fall issue 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 

August 6 – Division Picnic/Coast Guard Day 
Celebration, Lake Manawa 
August 24-28 – NACON Charlotte, North 
Carolina 
August 27-28 - Offutt Air Show 
September 16 & 17 - Fall Symposium, Kansas City 
October 15 – Election Dinner, Atlantic, Iowa  
December 3 - Holiday Celebration 
January 21, 2012  - Change of Watch, Hilton 
Omaha 
April 21, 2012 - Awards Weekend, Lincoln 

Published by and for members of 
Division 33 U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary 8th Western Rivers 

Region.  Opinions expressed herein 
are not necessarily those of the U.S. 
Coast Guard or U.S. Coast Guard 

Auxiliary. 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE—PRIVACY 
ACT OF 1974:   

The disclosure of the personal information 
contained in this publication is subject to the 
provisions contained in the Privacy Act of 1974.  
The subject Act, with certain exceptions, 
prohibits the disclosure, distribution, 
dissemination or copying of any material 
containing the home address, home telephone 
number, spouses’ names and social security 
numbers, except for official business.  Violations 
may result in disciplinary action by the Coast 
Guard and/or civilian criminal sanctions. 
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FLOTILLA 33-2 

Water, water everywhere, but there are limited places to boat in eastern Nebraska due to the flooding! 
This has caused increased boating traffic at Branched Oak Lake and five major safety concerns.  First, 
larger boats, sailing vessels and PWCs are all competing for the same water space.  Second, the boat 
density issue has caused a concern due to the fact that many of these boaters normally boat on larger 
bodies of water and are unfamiliar with lake customs and state navigational aids. Third, Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Patrol no longer responds to water-related incidents on Branched Oak unless it is a 
matter of life and death, and local Game and Parks personnel are not certified law officers.  Fourth, 
boaters’ abilities may be impaired due to the new state law which allows alcohol in the parks and on 
boats.  Lastly, most boaters do not have marine band radios and are not able to communicate with other 
boaters! The FSO-OP, Gary Jensen, has alerted all members while patrolling to be situationally aware 
and safe. 

Flotilla 33-2 has been active volunteering their time and resources.  The activities the membership has 
participated in are: 

1.  Phil Ward assisted at the AUXSTAOMA with sandbagging efforts. 

2.  Bob and Mary Poe, Sharon McKay, and Gary Jensen worked the successful Ready, Set, Inflate 
(Cabela’s in Kearney) Safe Boating Week program. 

3.  The annual Safe Kids Health and Safety Fair at Bryan LGH was staffed by Gary and Sharon.  Their 
jet boat was properly decked out and drew attention to always wearing your life jacket and USCG 
approved attire for your kids and pets. Also covered was the required equipment to have on board your 
boat. 

4.  The Salvation Army Safe Kids Activity at Penzer Park had Gary, Sharon, Claire Coleman and 
Connie Walters using the Reach, Throw, Row, and Go presentation theme.  Claire built a Wheel of 
Fortune game to distribute teaching aides to the children who participated in the presentation. 

Mary Poe, Gary Jensen and Sharon McKay received the annual Performance Service Award in 
Education 2010 presented by Frank Reiss, DCDR at the May flotilla meeting. 

Member training for July was presented by Lance Kolb relating to E.coli and toxic algae.  A portfolio of 
information was given to each member present with their causes, sources, testing and the resolution for 
controlling the spread of the bacterium. 

Five public education classes have been conducted thus far; three in May, one in June and one in July. 

Enjoy the rest of the boating season, but be cautious, proactive and safe when on or near the water. 

Submitted by Jeanie Dieml 
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Flotilla 3 has been busy scheduling public education classes.  In May we had Omaha Mayor Jim Suttle 
present the flotilla with a Proclamation for National Safe Boating Week.  We also had members of the 
Omaha Fire Department Dive and Rescue Team speak to us.  At our June meeting, we had Denise 
Rieder from the Douglas County Sheriff Dept. speak to us about their boating activities.  For our July 
meeting, we had a social outing at Hogstop BBQ in Council Bluffs.   

Submitted by Jill Reiss 

 

YAHOO GROUP 
A Yahoo group has been set up for Division 33 personnel. 

The purpose of this group is to share information that is of use to the members of Division 33. 

Membership to the group is by invite only, invitations are being sent to all members in Division 33 to 
the address on record in AuxDirectory/AuxOfficer. 

The invite will read "kc0iea@arrl.net has invited you to join the 085-33 group!", follow the 
instructions to become a member of the group.  If you do not receive an invite or have dumped it in 
the bit bucket, send me an e-mail and I will see that an invite will be sent to you. 

I hope this can be a tool to that helps the division. 

Submitted by Roland C. Newton 

Members from the Omaha Fire Rescue & Dive 
Team.  Jill Reiss photographer 

A little sense of humor at Hogstop BBQ.  Jill 
Reiss photographer Photos on page 1 from:  http://leevalley.net/July%2021_1.htm; 

Jill Reiss; http://www.uncoverage.net/2011/06/shocking-
missouri-river-flood-imagesthousands-flooded-from-montana-to-
missouri/; http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?
set=a.220469751311427.63058.156053494419720#!/photo.php?
fbid=224787670879635&set=a.220469751311427.63058.156053494
419720&type=1&theater 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
High Frequency Contingency Communications Nets are being conducted on a bi-weekly basis.  
Currently there are six HF operators in Division 33 that are part of the roll call.  Other districts are 
conducting HF nets and Division 33 members are monitoring those frequencies to check in when 
propagation allows. 

The flooding on the Missouri River occupied much of the communications efforts earlier this summer, 
unfortunately not on radio. 

In early May several Auxiliarists cleaned AUXSTAOMA including the carpets. By mid-May reports 
were being received that high water may impact the floor of the station.  Equipment was moved off the 
floor, and the station was secured for anticipated water levels of about 30 feet on the Omaha gauge.  At 
this level water would be about even with the floor of the station.  Less than a week later came 
information that the crest would likely be 34 to 36 feet on the Omaha gauge and would stay there for 
an extended period of time.  Following communications with Sector, a contractor was dispatched to 
secure the communications equipment in the station. Several Division 33 members escorted the 
contractor and secured additional equipment.  By the time this happened, the only access to the marina 
area was by agricultural tractor due to the depth of the water over the road.  Our thanks go to George 
McNary for allowing the use of his boat and trailer to transport items from the station.  The storage 
shed was secured to a nearby tree with heavy line and the marina area was vacated.  With the likely loss 
of power, projected water levels of 4 to 6 feet above the floor, and no viable access other than by river, 
the difficult decision was made to abandon AUXSTAOMA for the duration of the high water and 
develop a recovery plan. 

The station at Sioux City was rescued by crane and removed to a safe location, prior to the flood waters 
inundating it. 

Flotilla 4 has two communication requests for 20 August 2011. The first in their primary AOR for the 
River Run Garbage Grab to support safety patrols on the Des Moines River.  The second is in support 
of Floatzilla 2011 on the Mississippi in the Quad Cities area.  The FSO-CM is working on allocating 
equipment and personnel for this operation. 

Submitted by Roland Newton 

Siouxland Missouri River Clean-up 2011 article: 
http://www.riverrelief.org/event/siouxland-missouri-
river-clean-up-2011/ 
 
Lewis and Clark Monument Panorama: 
http://www.anamateurphotographer.org/2011-flood-
panoramas/lewis-and-clark-monument.html 
 
Photo at left:  Crock found in Missouri River near 
Sioux City, Iowa.  Photographer unknown. 
(Thank you Doug Potts) 



 

OPERATIONS 
You have to look a long way back into the history books to find Missouri River flooding that 
surpasses this year’s flood waters; it was 1952 when the Missouri River reached a crest of 40.2’ at the 
Omaha gauge.  Assuming the July 2, 2011 crest of 36.29’is not topped later in the season; this year 
would be the second worst flooding.  1993’s crest of 30.26’ was bested by just over 6’. 
 
Although all this water has made it difficult for us to schedule patrols on the Missouri, it has presented 
us with unique opportunities.  Early on in the flooding we had a member deployed to South Dakota as 
part of a DART team and several members assisted the USCGC Gasconade crew with sandbagging 
efforts to protect the CST.  Additionally we have been requested to assist the USCGC Gasconade crew 
with ongoing flood watch as the waters remain well up the sandbag wall.  One member to date has 
responded to the call for assistance and plans to continue assisting until no longer needed.  If interested 
please contact Roland Newton, Division 33 Chief of Response. 
 
As we reach the middle of our patrol season, I want to remind everyone to be vigilant about getting 
your hours and currency maintenance completed to avoid REYR situations.  There are a number of 
BCCREW and BCCOX that are in need of their three-year check rides; remember you need to request 
those 30 days in advance.  If you are uncertain as to whether you need a check ride or where you stand 
on hours, contact your FSO-IS so they can help you. 

Submitted by Frank Reiss 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS—Defenders of Freedom Air Show & Open House 
This is a division event, and your help is needed. If you are able to help, I would appreciate it. Please 
broadcast this to the widest audience. I will set up the display on Friday, the 26th. On Saturday and 
Sunday, August 27 and 28, I need your help in distributing materials and helping educate the attendees 
on boating safety. The event is from 0900 to 1700, on both days. I need a commitment for at least two 
hours, and you may stay as long as you wish. Those arriving to help at the beginning of the day should 
be there at 0800 for a good parking spot and to get processed. 
 
Here is a link to the event: http://www.offuttairshow.com. 
 
Right away, I need the following information for each person that will be in attendance: 
 
Full name MUST appear identical to driver’s license/state ID, no nicknames/short names. 
ο Legal Name of Guest 
ο Gender 
ο DOB 
ο Drivers License # 
ο State of Issue 
 
I will collect the information and forward it to my contact at Offutt. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact me at fsopa@uscgaux3303.info. 

Submitted by Randy Evans 
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VESSEL EXAMS 

Part of doing a VSC involves checking to see if the boat is in compliance with federal and state 
requirements and is seaworthy. You as a VE are actually involved in one-on-one boater education with 
the boat owner about boating laws, safety equipment and operating a vessel in a safe manner. To do this 
requires good communications skills on your part as a VE and a solid knowledge base regarding the 
above points. 

As I have written in the past, most of what we do as VEs when examining the required equipment on a 
vessel is to see if the items meet federal and state requirements. Whether or not the items we check pass is 
black and white; either the items we are checking meet those requirements or they do not. Very little is 
left to our own judgment. However, there are a few items that we have to reach a conclusion on our 
own as to whether or not the item passes. They are such items as: is the bilge clean enough, is the 
backfire flame arrester too dirty, does this vessel appear to be in good enough shape to be seaworthy and 
is the boat so cluttered that it is a hazard to those that are on it? In short in these areas it is your call. 

When I am doing VSCs and encounter the above problems, I usually go with what my initial reaction 
when first checking the item, such as when checking a backfire flame arrester or the bilge /engine 
compartment. If my initial reaction is something like good grief that is one dirty flame arrester, I don’t 
pass the item. 

Submitted by Richard Goble 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob and Mary Poe, Sharon McKay and Gary Jensen worked the successful Ready, Set, Inflate (Cabela’s 
in Kearney) Safe Boating Week program.  Employees of Cabela’s.  Photographer unknown. 
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OPERATION HEROES CRUISE  

On Sunday, May 15 2011, I had the privilege to be a part of a fundraiser for wounded Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans. Operation Heroes Cruise consisted of a parade and classic car and motorcycle 
show. The parade originated at the State of Iowa Capitol with about 100 cars and motorcycles. 

I own a 1930 Ford Model "A" Deluxe Coupe with rumble seat. I proudly exhibited U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary magnetic emblems on the doors with American flags on the bumper. This car is all restored 
to original condition. In the rumble seat I displayed a Coast Guard Auxiliary operations' life jacket. 

All proceeds from the show went to a fund to help wounded veterans with needs such as wheelchair 
ramps, home modifications, etc. 

The veterans were very thankful of all the participants and were delighted to see the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary represented at the show. 

The veterans were the judges for the car show and my car received a medal as a Heroes' pick as one of 
the Best of Show. 

I was proud to be in my U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary uniform to show these veterans that the U. S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary is proud and thankful of their sacrifice. 

We will never forget our veterans! 

This will probably be a yearly event that I will proudly be a part of. 

Jose and his Model A.   

Photographer unknown. 



2011 Division 33 Picnic 
Coast Guard Day Celebration 

 
Saturday, August 6, 2011 

NOON-???? 
 

Lake Manawa State Park Shelter 6 
Council Bluffs, IA 

 
Join in the food, fun, and fellowship 

Family and Friends Welcome! 
 

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Brats, Chicken Drumsticks, 
Chips and dip, Side Salad, Mixed Fruit, Soda/Water provided 

$7.00/person 
 

RSVP not later than August 1, 2011 to freiss@uscgaux3303.info 

Only beer with an alcohol content of 5% of less by weight and wine with an alcohol content of 17% of 
less by weight may be consumed in state parks and recreation areas. Drinking of these beverages is 
not permitted on roads or in parking areas. Hard liquor and wine with an alcohol content of more than 
17% by weight or other alcoholic liquors are NOT to be consumed in state parks and recreation areas. 



Lake Manawa State Park, Council Bluffs, IA

A. Lake Manawa State Park
Council Bluffs, IA
(712) 366-0220 
2 reviews
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