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This has been a busy year for Division 33. Fall is here and the  year seems to be quickly slipping away. It 
has been a pleasure to work with the members this year to fulfill our missions. Everyone has worked 
very hard, and you should take pride in all that you have accomplished. 

The Division 33 Election Dinner was held October 10, 2009 at the Islamorada.  I want to thank the 
division board for electing me to serve another year as the Division Commander. We had  several 
members in attendance along with BMCM C. D. Smith and his wife,  BMC Adler and his wife, First Lt. 
Matt Wright and his friend Amanda Crim all from the Gasconade; Commodore Dan Maresh and his 
wife Rosemary, Karel Kester, D-CAPT-W and her husband Greg.  Members of the Sea Scout Ship 542 
posted and retired the colors. 

As part of the Coast Guard family, we will be actively participating in activities with the crew of the 
Gasconade as we work to fulfill our missions.  I would encourage all the members to take part in these 
activities. Just as a reminder to our members, when we are working with the active duty we will need to 
be wearing ODUs with member insignia  as they will be wearing ODUs. 

I want to wish everyone a happy holiday season. 

DIVISION COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

JEAN GOBLE 
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DIVISION VICE COMANDER’S MESSAGE 

FRANK REISS 

The 2009 Election Dinner is in the history books and what a wonderful evening.  The Islamorada party room 
provided a superb backdrop for good food, good service, and an evening fulfilled with fellowship.  I’d like to 
thank all those who attended including Sea Scout Ship 542, District 8WR leadership, USCGC Gasconade 
active duty, Division 33 board, Division 33 members, and guests.  I’d also like to thank all those who played a 
part in planning and executing a stellar evening.  Of course, the purpose behind the evening was the election 
of the 2010 Division 33 bridge.  I’d like to thank the board members for reelecting Jean and me so that we 
may continue the course we began this past year. 

Speaking of course; an AUXNAV course will begin Thursday, October 22 and run through Thursday, 
November 12.  Class will be held Tuesdays and Thursdays at the Millard Fire Station 6:00-10:00 pm.  Any 
member who wants to attend, should contact George McNary, SO-MT.  Additional training suggestions for 
the fall/winter months should be forwarded to George as well. 

The fall and winter months are also a good time to build the Program Visitor program.  Currently the 
Division has just 15 program visitors out of 125 members.  Those 15 program visitors have been busy posting 
360 visits, but think of how many could be done with more visitors.  The program visitor qualification is 
relatively easy to obtain and is critical in the promotion of Auxiliary programs.  I challenge each flotilla to 
double the number of visitors and those flotillas with no visitors to qualify at least two new visitors.  Reach 
out to other flotillas with qualified program visitors to get the necessary supervised visits completed. 

In closing I’d like to remind everyone that the fall/winter months are also particularly favorable for the 
fourth cornerstone, fellowship.  The holidays are especially conducive to food and fun.  I’d like to wish you 
and your family happy and safe holidays. 
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FLOTILLA 33-01 

The Flotilla would like to thank the organizers of the division picnic on August 2. Those who 
attended had an excellent time. We finished our last public education class on July 22. We are 
planning a BS&S course in 2010, more details to follow. Many of the flotilla members worked the 
World O! Water event at Wherspahn Lake on September 13. Warren Koehler brought his facility out 
and served as a safety boat for the canoeists. Flotilla members are looking forward to the AUXNAV 
course being offered later in October. In operations, scheduled patrols have been completed, and the 
season has come to a conclusion. Everyone in the flotilla should have all of their hours completed for 
2009. Members have expressed a favorable opinion on the use of POMS; thanks to SO-OP 
Longnecker and DCDR Goble for making this possible. VSCs is an area that didn’t work out so well, 
but there is always next year! Barclay Stebbins has completed the APC course, and Warren Koehler 
has completed AUXSEA.  Both were presented their completion certificates at the September 
meeting. Candidates have volunteered to run for FC and VFC. The flotilla will hold elections at the 
October meeting. Nine flotilla members including guests attended the Change of Watch dinner at 
Bass Pro. Our new member Damien Petersen was sworn in at the Change of Watch dinner. Hope 
everyone has a chance to join in on the fourth cornerstone – fellowship as we enter the holiday 
season. 

Submitted by George McNary 
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World O!Water photos taken by Randy Evans 

FLOTILLA 33-06 
Flotilla 6 has had a busy and rewarding summer in public affairs. In addition to VE exhibits in 
conjunction with our members doing exams, we have had other activities. 

In March, four members assisted the Saylorville Corps of Engineers with a Kids Fest two-day exhibit at 
the State Fair Grounds. 

In April, 3 members assisted the Iowa DNR with an information booth at the Brightwell Marine Boat 
Show. 

In May, for Safe Boating Week, seven members and one prospect staffed an exhibit in conjunction with 
the Saylorville Corps and Iowa DNR. "Rain, Rain Go Away". 

In July we assisted the Saylorville Corps and Iowa DNR at the Sandpiper beach for a Kids and Water 
Safety event. Six members helped staff four different safety stations. Flotilla 4 also participated. 
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In August our flotilla and Flotilla 4 staffed the four-day grand opening of the new Bass Pro Shop in 
Altoona. Our 6 members contributed 64.5 hours to the Auxiliary exhibit. 

In September we staffed an information booth at the Izaak Walton Leagues Iowa Outdoor Expo for 
kids and families held at Water Works Park. Six members worked this day and a half event. 

The greatest honor has been participating in the Honor Flights for WWII veterans. Jose Medina and 
other flotilla members have staffed an Auxiliary exhibit at Clear Lake and several in Des Moines. Jose 
has set up an exhibit with his 10 foot scale model of the Battleship Missouri, plays WWII music and 
displays related documents. 

They have been welcomed with great enthusiasm by the veterans and their families. 

Submitted by Jim Berry 

FLOTILLA 33-06 (CONT.) 

NATIONAL WATER SAFETY CONGRESS REGION 2 AWARD OF MERIT 

Flotilla 4, 
 
Congratulations on being selected a Region 2 Award of Merit winner for your support to Saylorville 
Lake during the Floods of 2008 and all the work your flotilla does in the promotion of boating and 
water safety in central Iowa. I will be sending you a hard copy of the letter and calling to personally 
congratulate. 
 
Wearing my hat as the Region 2 Vice President of the National Water Safety Congress I want to 
personally thank you and Flotilla 4 for all you do in helping to make our waters safer for our nations 
boaters! 
 
Wearing my hat as an Outdoor Recreation Planner for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers here at our 
District Headquarters in Rock Island I see the weekly reports that come in from Saylorville and read 
about all the great work, and support, your Flotilla is providing to our Saylorville Lake staff.  Your 
partnership, support, and resources provided to our country are greatly appreciated! 
 
Thanks again for all you're doing to help make our countries waters safe for all!  

John Punkiewicz 
Outdoor Recreation Planner / Environmental Compliance Coordinator 
Region 2 Vice President National Water Safety Congress 

 

Submitted by Pauline Longnecker 

 
 
Did you know?  On August 2, Division 33 gathered at the Moorings for a picnic. Family and friends 
were invited. Guests included active duty, reservists and Auxiliary members. 
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By the time you read this, the Amateur Radio Special Event celebrating the 70th anniversary of the 
Coast Guard will be in the log books.  If all goes well two amateur radio stations from Division 33 will 
have participated; N0C will have operated from the Omaha area lead by Mr. Eubanks, and K0G will be 
operating from the Des Moines area lead by Mr. Halbrook. In total there will be over 60 station on the 
air.  I hope you had an opportunity to participate.  

Labor Day weekend was not a stellar one for Auxiliary communication in 8WR. I heard of two separate 
reports of active duty watchstanders admonishing Auxiliarists regarding radio operations. 
Unfortunately one of these incidents occurred in Division 33.  A serious lapse in protocol resulted in a 
call from SUMR, this was handled at “the lowest possible level” at the request of Sector communication 
personnel.  In conversations with SUMR, I repeatedly heard how appreciated the Auxiliary was, in the 
same breath I also heard how we represent the USCG when on the radio.  All of that is old news, 
which we have heard time and time again.  What upset me most of the entire incident, was not the 
unprofessionalism of the Auxiliarist, rather the impression I got from those I talked with at SUMR that 
we were only volunteers, and we were not expected to meet the same level of professionalism as the 
Gold side.  I find this attitude totally unacceptable; the only way to change the attitude is to raise the 
level of professionalism at AUXSTAOMA.   

According to AUXDATA there are 48 members in Division 33 that have completed AUXCOM.  I 
challenge all of those people to step up next season and commit to staffing AUXSTAOMA at least one 
day.  If it has been a while since you staffed the station and feel uncomfortable staffing it alone, I will 
commit to providing personnel to provide onsite training and supervision while you staff the station. 

Submitted by Roland Newton 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Presentation of a plaque by Jean Goble to Master Chief Heye 
at Change of Command ceremony. 

Photo taken by Randy Evans 

Frank Reiss cooking for the masses at the division picnic. 

Photo taken by Richard Goble 
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VESSEL EXAMS 

Considering the time of year we have reached, this report for all practical purposes contains the final 
VSC data for our division. 

We have 6 flotillas out of 7 with 36 qualified VEs in them. The seventh is not involved in the VSC 
mission. 

These 6 flotillas have completed 511 VSCs with a 63.8% pass rate. This seem like a high pass rate. 

VSCs in this division are principally given in two areas:  Des Moines and the Omaha-Lincoln-Council 
Bluffs area. Of the 511 VSCs completed, 411 were given by the 2 flotillas in Des Moines. The 
remaining 100 VSCs were given by the 4 flotillas in eastern Nebraska. 

I think there is something of a burn out issue with the VEs who are in the eastern Nebraska flotillas. 
This is evident in the high number of VEs who have not completed the five required VSCs, and who 
may go into REYR. Also, there are two boating areas where in the past a high number of VSCs have 
been completed every year. It appears a resistance to having a VSC done has developed in the boating 
populations that use these areas, they are Lake Manawa and Dodge Park public ramp. This observation 
I realize is antidotal. I think next year we need to move on to other boating areas to do VSCs. 

As we have now reached the end of our boating season, and the completion of most VSCs, there have 
been a few irregularities reported to me by VEs and some that I have observed myself. Also there have 
been a few questions over the summer on VSC procedures as they relate to boats owned by the boating 
public, and to the inspection of vessel facilities. In the next month or two I  plan to send a memo to 
the FSO-VEs, with a copy of it to all VEs, addressing these irregularities and facility inspection issues. 
We will also address again the questions that came up regarding state and federal regulations and VE 
practices and procedures. I hope this will enable the VEs of our division to avoid some issues that came 
up this year. There is a real concern at the district level with the quality and integrity of the VSC 
program and the inspection of vessel facilities. 

On a positive note, I am pleased to say our division was able to turn over to the DSO-VE about 150 
VSC decals to be redistributed. When your flotilla orders VSC decals for 2010, you do not need to 
order one for every VSC that was completed in 2009, only about 50%, because only about half the 
boats pass. 

Submitted by Richard Goble  

Crossing the bar ceremony at Fall Conference.  
(Photographer unknown) 
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MEMBER TRAINING 
The 0perations season is over, but now is not the time to put things away and close up for the year. 
Member training during these cold winter months will get us ready for the operations season in 2010! 
Ralph Tomlinson of Flotilla 33-04 will teach an ICS 210 course at Cassling, 13808 F Street, on October 
17, 2009, 0800-1300. FCs should contact SO-MT directly or direct their members to contact me if you 
have members who are interested. The division will offer a specialty course in AUXNAV, 1800-22:00 
at the Millard Fire Station off Harrison on the following dates: October 22, 27 and 29 and November 
3, 5, 10, 12 and 17, 2009.  FCs are reminded to survey their members to determine if they are interested 
in participating and to contact me with their names. Pauline Longnecker will teach an 8 hour TCT 
course on Saturday, November 7, 2009, 0830-1630, location to be determined. FCs should contact 
Pauline directly or direct their members to contact her if you have members who are interested. Before 
the division meeting on October 10, Frank Reiss DVCDR gave a presentation called Auxiliary 
Computing 101. The presentation was very informative and well received –thanks Frank! As always, if 
you have member training opportunities that you would be willing to have other members of the 
division attend, contact me and I will publicize this to the FSO-MTs. 

Submitted by  George McNary 

Frank Reiss teaching Auxiliary Computing 101 

Photo taken by Jill Reiss 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 
Division 33 has had a very busy year so far.  We have conducted 38 classes in the Nebraska and Iowa 
area.  There has been 440 students in those classes but not all have passed.  Attendance had picked up 
this summer after a number of boating fatalities.  We added six more classes later in the season.  Most of 
those classes had a very good response.  All of these deaths were adults, with almost a third of them 
being alcohol related.  About 25% of our students were adults.  We encourage adults to take the class 
with their family members.  One of our classes had 13 family members in it.  What a way to encourage 
boating safety in a family. 

Had two more classes scheduled for the season.  The Iowa Western class was scheduled for October 6 
and 8 with three students.  The other class was in the Des Moines area on October 8 and  10 with two 
students.  Not sure of the results from these classes at this time. Hope to come out strong in the spring 
with a schedule of new classes. 

Submitted by Mary Poe 
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IOWA OUTDOOR EXPO FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES  
Members of Flotilla 6, Johnston, Iowa, took part 
September 19-20 in the Izaak Walton League, Iowa 
Outdoor Expo for Kids and Families.  

The purpose of the Expo was to encourage kids to get 
away from television, computers,  staying indoors and 
spend time discovering the outdoors.   

Emphasis was on boating, fishing, and hunting safety. 

Over 600 kids visited the Auxiliary exhibit to take part 
in the fitting of life jackets, safety line toss, and T-shirts 
supplied by the DNR. 

(Photo taken by Donna Medina) 

We were also able to encourage Bobber the Corps of Engineer dog to help us promote wearing life 
jackets.   

There were over 2000 people who visited the Expo and the Ike’s are looking forward to having us be a 
part of this event next season.  

Submitted by Jim Berry 

FAMILY SAFETY DAY 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Damien Petersen, Jean Goble, Frank Reiss, Annette Rasmussen, Karl Rasmussen.  (Photographer unknown) 

 
Did you know?  On August 22 and 23 Division 33 participated in Cabela’s Fall Great Outdoor Days.  
On August 29, we participated in the Royals Public Service Appreciation Night at Rosenblatt Stadium.  
On August 29 and 30 we participated in the Defenders of Freedom Open House and Air Show at 
Offutt Air Force base. 
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DARRELL "SHIFTY" POWERS 
We're hearing a lot today about big splashy memorial services. 

I want a nationwide memorial service for Darrell "Shifty" Powers. 

Shifty volunteered for the airborne in WWII and served with Easy Company of the 506th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment, part of the 101st Airborne Infantry. 

If you've seen Band of Brothers on HBO or the History Channel, you know Shifty. His character 
appears in all 10 episodes, and Shifty himself is interviewed in several of them. 

I met Shifty in the Philadelphia airport several years ago. I didn't know who he was at the time. I just 
saw an elderly gentleman having trouble reading his ticket. I offered to help, assured him that he was 
at the right gate, and noticed the "Screaming Eagle", the symbol of the 101st Airborne, on his hat. 

Making conversation, I asked him if he'd been in the 101st Airborne or if his son was serving. He said 
quietly that he had been in the 101st. I thanked him for his service, then asked him when he served, 
and how many jumps he made. 

Quietly and humbly, he said "Well, I guess I signed up in 1941 or so, and was in until sometime in 
1945 . . . " at which point my heart skipped. 

At that point, again, very humbly, he said "I made the 5 training jumps at Toccoa, and then jumped 
into Normandy . . . . do you know where Normandy is?" At this point my heart stopped. 

I told him yes, I know exactly where Normandy was, and I know what D-Day was. At that point he 
said "I also made a second jump into Holland , into Arnhem ." I was standing with a genuine war 
hero . . . . and then I realized that it was June, just after the anniversary of D-Day. 

I asked Shifty if he was on his way back from France , and he said "Yes. And it's real sad because these 
days so few of the guys are left, and those that are, lots of them can't make the trip." My heart was in 
my throat and I didn't know what to say. 

I helped Shifty get onto the plane and then realized he was back in Coach, while I was in First Class. I 
sent the flight attendant back to get him and said that I wanted to switch seats. When Shifty came 
forward, I got up out of the seat and told him I wanted him to have it, that I'd take his in coach. 

He said "No, son, you enjoy that seat. Just knowing that there are still some who remember what we 
did and still care is enough to make an old man very happy." His eyes were filling up as he said it. And 
mine are brimming up now as I write this. 

Shifty died on June 17 after fighting cancer. 

There was no parade. 

No big event in Staples Center. 

No wall-to-wall, back-to-back, 24/7 news coverage. 

No weeping fans on television. 

 

Photographer unknown. 



DARRELL "SHIFTY" POWERS (cont.) 
And that's not right. 

Let's give Shifty his own Memorial Service, online, in our own quiet way. 

Rest in peace, Shifty. 

http://www.snopes.com/politics/military/shiftypowers.asp 

 

This is why I am involved with Honor Flights of Iowa displaying my 10 foot battleship USS Missouri. 

Submitted by Jose Medina 

PAGE 11 

HONOR FLIGHTS OF IOWA  

Honor Flights of Iowa is a non-profit association that flies WWII veterans and their spouses to the 
WWII Memorial in Washington, DC. 

On August 10, 2009, members of Flotilla 6 attended a pre-flight dinner/reception at the Hy-Vee 
Convention Center in West Des Moines, Iowa for 350 men and women WWII veterans and their 
spouses. To welcome all of these veterans, I displayed my 10 ft battleship USS Missouri, which weighs 
110 lbs. The USS Missouri was the site of the signing of the Armistice of WWII. We also supplied all 
the music for the event which featured the top hits of that era. 

The veterans arrived on 15 buses in which all the veterans were greeted with salutes and handshakes as 
many American flags flew in their honor. 

In attendance were long time Coast Guard Auxiliary members Vic Voskans and Frances Meyrat. Also, 
my wife Donna took many pictures with the veterans in front of our display and during the evening’s 
events. 

Throughout the event we met some veterans that had served on the USS Missouri, and they were 
delighted to share some of their stories while serving on this great ship. 

One story that sticks in my mind was, while on duty under the 16’ guns of the Missouri, sometimes it 
was difficult for the sailors to come out and get something to eat during wartime. They learned to take 
can goods, write their names on them and stash them in cubby holes deep inside the turrets, so they 
always had something to eat. After 20, 30 years later some of these veterans have gone back to tour the 
ship and YES, to their amazement their can goods were still there!  

I have also learned that the float planes on the USS Missouri were the same float planes used by the 
Coast Guard during WWII. 

This was one of the most rewarding events I have ever been a part of in my life. It was a pleasure to 
represent the US Coast Guard Auxiliary and be a part of such a wonderful event for these veterans. 

Since this event has taken place we have been invited to participate in up coming future Honor Flights 
reception/dinners. 

                                                                              Submitted by Jose Medina 

http://www.snopes.com/politics/military/shiftypowers.asp�
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This was the  Honor Flight dinner reception before the flight the following day to Washington, DC. 
There were 350 men and woman veterans there along with their spouses. We as the Auxiliary, set up 
a display with my 10 foot long battleship of the USS Missouri for the veterans. The Armistice of 
WWII was signed on the Missouri.   Photos taken by Donna Medina. 
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BOBBER AND BASEBALL: A HOME RUN FOR WATER SAFETY  
 
What do you get when you mix Bobber the Water Safety Dog and baseball? A home run at the Fifth 
Annual Water Safety Night at the Iowa Cubs game in Des Moines, Iowa. 

This annual Water Safety Night at the Iowa Cubs game was a joint event with the Corps of Engineers 
and the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary. Park Ranger Emily Coffin and Elyse Logan along with Coast 
Guard Auxiliarists Doug Jansen and Marty Robey promoted water safety to kids and adults prior to 
and during the game.  

Bobber threw out the first pitch for the packed game between the Iowa Cubs and the Memphis 
Redbirds. After throwing out the first pitch Bobber roamed the stands and met kids of all ages. 
"Bobber helped us make some great interactions," said Park Ranger Emily Coffin. "He helped us to 
drive home some important water safety messages, including to always wear your life jacket." 

Hundreds of baseball fans stopped by the water safety display at the park to learn about life jackets, 
boating safety and to meet Bobber. Bobber helped to inform young children about water safety to help 
them make the right choices when they are around water. Life jackets were available for children to 
try on to get sized for a proper fit. Parents were given slips to indicate the correct size so that they can 
purchase properly fitted life 
jackets for their children. There was also a water safety activity where kids were asked water safety 
trivia questions to earn prizes.  

"Our partnership with the Corps of Engineers for this event helps us both to get out the message 
about water safety," said Auxiliarist Doug Jansen.  

Later that night, Auxiliarist Jansen spent some time in the broadcast booth with Deene Ehlis and 
Randy Wehofer, Iowa Cubs broadcasters, to talk about water safety with the listeners. The 
conversation emphasized the importance of wearing life jackets and safe boating practices. 

The water safety night was a success, as hundreds of children and their families were exposed to water 
safety education as they geared up for the busy 4th of July weekend. 

Submitted by Doug Jansen 

 

 

 

 

Park Ranger Emily Coffin, Saylorville Lake, helps a 
young Cubs fan try on a life jacket and adjust the 

straps for proper fit. 
(U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Photo by Marty Robey) 
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AUX-12 PUBLIC AFFAIRS C-SCHOOL 
"Exciting, informative, well-organized and well worth your time" is how Flotilla Public Affairs 
Officer, Doug Jansen, describes the AUX-12 Public Affairs C-School.  Doug was one of 23 Auxiliarists 
selected to attend the Public Affairs School held in San Diego. 
 
One of the many benefits of being an Auxiliarist, is the opportunity to travel to schools to receive 
training.  The Public Affairs C-School teaches the students how to correctly prepare and distribute 
press releases, manage media relations, media interviews, photography, copy editing/news writing, 
article submissions to local, national level and other public affairs matters of special interest to the 
Auxiliary.  
 
Coast Guard Active Duty and Auxiliary instructors taught the students about these topics and 
reinforced it with homework and projects.  The hands-on training  included writing news releases, 
newspaper articles, preparing public affairs programs and interviewing people.  The hands on training 
culminated in a press conference where students were divided into teams to brief simulated media on 
an emergency and to answer their questions.   

 
"Public Affairs is everyone's job in the Coast Guard Auxiliary," said Tom Nunes, Deputy Chief for 
Public Affairs for the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  Tom served as one of the instructors for the Public 
Affairs C-School and provided a wealth of knowledge.  This knowledge prepared many of the 
students to serve as Public Affairs Officers at units across the country. 
 
"The course provided excellent hands-on training for any PA or elected officer," said Doug Jansen.   "It 
was a very busy school full of instruction, assignments and great networking."  
 
After completing this course, students are able to train for and qualify to become Public Affairs 
Specialists in the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  Public Affairs Specialists are trained in handling internal and 
external communications for the Auxiliary and can work with Active Duty Coast Guard 
Public Affairs Officers.  

Submitted by Doug Jansen 

 

 

 

 

(U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Photo by David Cox) 
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The Division 33 Election Dinner was held October 10, 2009 at Islamorada.  Jean Goble was reelected 
Division Commander and Frank Reiss was reelected Division Vice Commander. We had  several members 
and guests in attendance along with BMCM C. D. Smith and his wife,  BMC Adler and his wife, First Lt. 
Matt Wright and his friend Amanda Crim all from the Gasconade; Commodore Dan Maresh and his wife 
Rosemary, Karel Kester, D‐CAPT‐W and her husband Greg.  Members of the Sea Scout Ship 542 posted 
and retired the colors. 

Damien Petersen was sworn in as a new member.  Flotilla 3 received the streamer award (from 2008). 

Photos taken by Jill Reiss 

Damien Petersen and Commodore Dan Maresh 

Sea Scouts 

Members of Flotilla 3 

Amanda Crim and First Lt Matt Wright 
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