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Happy New Year! Goals have been set and the boat shows are in full swing. The Change of Watch 
dinner will be at Johnny’s Café in Omaha. We will have the great pleasure of having the Directory of 
the Auxiliary at our Change of Watch, Commander Todd Campbell. Susan Stocker Iowa DNR State 
Boating Educator and Herb Angell Nebraska State Boating Law Administrator will be here also. Start 
planning now to attend the awards dinner/Division Meeting/training to be held at Mahoney State Park, 
April 26th. The Operations workshop, one hour TCT and other training will be held with dinner and 
awards in the evening. We are planning to have DRU training with the units from Sioux City and an 
OPTEX this year. We are hoping to get the dates on the calendar in February. The District website has 
a lot of information for our members. The Spring Conference will be in St. Louis March 14-16th. Also 
on the website you will find OTO Doug Leavell’s first quarter newsletter. 

As schedules and time permits DCP Walters and VCP Goble will try to attend Flotilla meetings. You 
will be hearing about DSAR. If you are interested in forming a team for competition please let Ron 
Longnecker RCO-W know. 

If you hold an elected or appointed office please make an effort to attend meetings. I know with travel 
time and work time it is becoming difficult to accomplish this. Preparing a report in your absence will 
help tremendously. I will end with saying, “Always Follow the Chain of Leadership”. Remember with 
Positive Attitudes and Teamwork we can do great things.  

DIVISION CAPTAIN’S MESSAGE 
CONNIE WALTERS 

DIVISION VICE CAPTAIN’S MESSAGE 

I am looking forward to an exciting year for Division 33. It will be a pleasure to work with each of the 
Division Staff Officers and members as we strive to meet the goals for this Division during 2008. It is 
an expectation that the Division Staff Officers will share information with their respective Flotilla 
Staff Officers. In addition to submitting a bi-monthly written report to the DCP, VCP and SO-SR, 
the Division Staff Officers should also send a monthly report to the respective District Staff Officer. 
While the Flotilla Commanders report directly to the Division Captain, the Division Staff Officers 
report to the Division Vice Captain. I know that you will all do a wonderful job in the position that 
you accepted. 

The SO-MT is planning a busy year with a variety of training opportunities for our members. I would 
encourage members to take advantage of all the training that is offered and to volunteer to serve as 
mentors for our new members. 

With all this talk about training and work, let’s not forget about another cornerstone “Fellowship”. 
Let’s make this a fun and exciting year as we work together as a team to accomplish our goals and also 
to have some fun as we get to know each other better and enjoy what we are doing.  

DIVISION VICE CAPTAIN’S MESSAGE 
JEAN GOBLE 
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Division 33 Officers 
Connie Walters ..........................................DCP 
Jean Goble .................................................. VCP 
Ron Longnecker ..................................... IPDCP 
Mary Poe ....................................................... PE 
Jim Sitzman...................................................PA 
Pauline Longnecker...................................... OP 
Cathy Taylor ................................................. SR 
Liz Wieczorek............................................... FN 
Doug Eubanks..............................................CM 
Barclay Stebbins ............................................ CS 
Karl Rasmussen ............................................MA 
Pauline Longnecker......................................MT 
Frank Reiss..................................................... IS 
Virginia Stone ................................................PS 
Skip Wolff ....................................................AN 
Bill Montz .................................................... MS 
Jill Reiss ......................................................... PB 
Julian Lachendro ...........................................VE 
Larry Wieczorek ............................................PV 

Send articles for the Missouri River Skipper  to: 
Jill C. Reiss at 8111 Vernon Avenue 

Omaha, NE  68134 
Fax:  571-5422 

Email:  jreiss@comcorent.com 

Deadlines Midnight on  
January 15, 2008 for Winter issue 

April 15, 2008 for Spring issue 
July 15, 2008 for Summer issue 
October 15, 2008 for Fall issue 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

January 24, Division Meeting 
January 24-27, Lincoln Boat Show 
February 12, Conference rate cutoff 
February 28, Board Meeting 
March 6-9, Omaha Boats, Sports & Travel Show 
March 14-15, Spring Conference 
March 27, Division Meeting 
April 15, deadline for Skipper spring issue 
April 24, Division Meeting 
April 26, Awards Dinner at Mahoney State Park 

Published by and for members of 
Division 33 U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary 8th Western Rivers 

Region.  Opinions expressed herein 
are not necessarily those of the U.S. 
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FLOTILLA 33-05 
The Bellevue flotilla 33-5 is starting the year with a new member.  Our new member, Bob Goetschkes, 
is transferring from a flotilla 9-2 in McKeesport near Pittsburg, PA. 

Bob was in the active duty US Coast Guard for seven years in California at AIRSTA San Diego, and 
on the cutter Rush in Honolulu, Hawaii.    He then spent seven years in the US Coast Guard Reserves 
at a small boat station on Lake Erie, and on the cutter Osage. 

He was also a member of the US Coast Guard Auxiliary in McKeesport, PA for the last two years.  He 
has transferred his membership from the US Coast Guard Auxiliary in McKeesport (District 082, 
Division 9, and Flotilla 2) to the Bellevue Flotilla 33-5. 

Bob is a school teacher at the Betz Elementary School in Bellevue.  His wife, Kelly, works at 
University of Nebraska Medical Center.  Bobs and Kelly have an 11 year old son and a 7 year old 
daughter.  Please extend a warm Nebraska welcome to Bob and his family. 

Submitted by Martin Eisenman 

Since the last Skipper things have been wrapping up for 2007 around Flotilla 33-1. George McNary 
was elected FC and Richard Goble VFC. One member finished ICS 200 – Tom Spieker. In December 
our last meeting of the year was a Fellowship event at VFC George McNary’s house. The Flotilla 
enjoyed a fine pot luck dinner and a short business meeting and than enjoyed the traditional 
presentation to outgoing FC Warren Koehler of a past FC Burgee. Committees were established for 
the Change of Watch on January 19, and the Annual Flotilla Financial Audit. Flotilla 33-1 
congratulates the newly elected officers in the Division and those that are returning and looks forward 
to an eventful 2008. 

Submitted by George McNary 

FLOTILLA 33-01 

FLOTILLA 33-03 
33-03 sponsored a booth at the 2008 Midwest Boat Show held at the Qwest Center January 11th through 
January 13th.  The hard work of boat show committee paid off tremendously as we had 82 entries in a 
raffle and 77 entries in the coloring contest.  Winners of the coloring contest and raffle will be 
published in the February issue of the Porthole.  Most who entered the raffle indicated they were 
interested in boating safety classes and/or the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  Following up with the 82 entries 
should keep our FSO-PE and FSO-PS officers busy for a while.  Friday night Susan Stocker, the Iowa 
Boating Education coordinator, donned an inflatable life jacket and demonstrated it to anyone who 
would listen.  Thanks Susan, you were a huge part of a successful show.  I would also like to extend a 
big thank you to flotilla 33-05.  Flotilla 33-05 members Larry Wieczorek, Bill Smock, Mike Clark, and 
Gerard Forget assisted in manning the booth on Sunday. 

The Boat Show has been an excellent venue through which we can recruit new members and students 
for our PE classes.  Speaking of new members, we welcomed a new applicant at our January flotilla      

 

(continued on next page) 
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meeting.  Alan Romesser had previously attended a social meeting at Lake Manawa and was looking 
forward to attending a business meeting.  Following the meeting I was informed Alan is ready to join.  
As for PE classes we have 9 state boating safety classes already scheduled, with more in the works.  
Inviting potential members we encounter at PA events or PE classes to our social meetings has been a 
successful way for us to gain new members. 

 Submitted by Frank Reiss 

FLOTILLA 33-02 

As Flotilla 33-2 closes the old year and looks forward to the new we look back on a very full calendar. 
A lot was accomplished by members who are now busy planning for 2008.  Plans from many of the 
committees formed in 2007 are completing procedures, and updating the professional appearance of 
the Flotilla.  These committees were the Awards Committee, the Grant Committee, the Booth 
Committee, and the Calling Tree Committee. We are happy to report that these committees have 
each completed their tasks, but will continue to be ever watchful of any changing events and new 
challenges which may arise in the coming year. 

The scheduling of the PE classes has been completed and the new classes will be posted by the end of 
January.  The PE staff is eagerly looking forward to topping last year's totals.   

With the new year getting underway out thoughts are now focused on the many new activities that 
must be scheduled and provided for in advance of the actual events.  The first thing we will 
be tackling will be the Nebraska Boat, Sport & Travel Show, planned for January 24-27, a week 
earlier than in previous years. We are hoping the new backdrop recently purchased by the Flotilla for 
use in our many PA events will arrive in time for this event. 

We wish to congratulate our new elected officers, John Hanlon the new FC and Mason Youngman 
our new VFC.  Both attended the FC Academy held in St. Louis in November and are now preparing 
for their new duties in the Flotilla.  However there was  a sad note to end the year, one of our long 
time members, Bill Dittmer, recently lost his son, Dana.  Each of us extend our sympathies to Bill and 
Billie and their family.   

The Awards Committee has chosen Mahoney Park for the location of the Awards Dinner to be held 
in April.  All information on this will be coming shortly.  A new look will be presented this year 
with workshops being scheduled for the same day and location as the dinner.  This should be a full 
day of workshops and then concluded with a great dinner.  Mark your calendars with the date as soon 
as it is finalized. 

 Submitted by Susan A. Hanlon 

OUR SHIPMATES 

33-02:  Robert & Mary Poe:  rpoe@live.com 
33-03:  Michelle Burger:  michelle555@cox.net 
33-07:  Leon Husk:  nfhtow@netzero.com 

CORRECTION 

Bill Dittmer has not retired 
 

mailto:rpoe@live.com�
mailto:nfhtow@netzero.com�
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Mr. Ellis and Mr. Dunkin of 33-04 attended Ice Rescue Training in January.  33-04 Change of Watch 
will be 02/08/08.  We will have a Booth at the Des Moines Sports Show. 33-04, the Corps of Engineers, 
and the Iowa DNR have scheduled many joint events for 2008.  We will participate in Des Moines 
“kidsfest” and PFD PANDA will appear.  Members of 33-04 plan to attend the Spring conference. 

33-04 will be hosting a multi-session of America’s boating course in West Des Moines starting on 
03/25/2008.  During National Safe Boating week, 33-04 will work with Sterns and Bass Pro Shops in 
the 2008 “Fit to Float” campaign. The DNR and COE will also help 33-04 during that week with a 
joint VE day at Saylorville Lake.  33-04 is working with Iowa DNR to host the DNR boating class 
several times in 2008 for the general public as well as the Boy Scouts of America. Special classes for 
children 11 years old and younger will be scheduled.  Operational Patrols on Saylorville, Red Rock, and 
Rathbun will increase in 2008 as well as other RBS operations (VEs, MDVs, etc.). 

Submitted by Jeffrey M. Towle 

FLOTILLA 33-04 

(Taken from: Gloria L. Tobin, DSO-PS 8WR’s report) 

We began January 1, 2007 with 1,223 total memberships in 8WR. As of December 31, 2007, 8WR had 73 new 
members enrolled and 6 members re-enrolled. We had a total loss of 137 disenrollments and 7 deaths. We also 
had 379 senior members retire.  At year’s end, our District has a total of 1,252 members (this includes the IQ’s). 
It is obvious this year that we’ll have to direct our attention to our Job I: RECRUITING and RETAINING 
NEW MEMBERS. 

Our District, Divisions and Flotillas cannot ask a person to join the Auxiliary, only members can do that.  But 
Divisions and Flotillas can assist in recruiting and retention. Here are some ways they are able to help: 

1.  Every Flotilla should have a newsletter, even if it is only a single sheet. 
2.  There should be member training at every regular Flotilla meeting. No excuses.  If a speaker (teacher) cannot 
be obtained, select a training film. 
3.  A Mentor System should be used to pair new members with older members.  Our meetings can contain a 
mystery of acronyms and phrases that confuse new members.  They should have someone to turn to privately 
for explanations. 
4.  Division elected and appointed officers should visit every one of their Flotillas. 
5.  District and Division staff should encourage (insist) that their newsletters get to the ultimate benefactor. 
6.  Division and Flotilla elected officers should not accept more than one “no report” comment from staff offi-
cers. Too many “no report” comments indicates (to me) that those elected officers are not doing their assigned 
jobs. 
7.  Divisions and Flotillas should offer classes for those members expressing an interest in a particular cornerstone 
program. Remember, the more members we train, the more members we’ll keep and the better we’ll serve our 
customers and ourselves. 

By now, most of you have set goals for your Divisions and Flotillas for 2008.  Using some, if not all, of the above 
suggestions may help you achieve them.  Remember:  MEMBERSHIP IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY   

Submitted by Virginia Stone, SO-PS 

PERSONNEL SERVICES 
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PUBIC EDUCATION 
With zero degree temps, not many are thinking about boating here in the Midwest.  But what better 
time to start thinking about boating safety classes and  scheduling  classes in our local communities.  
Our classes can make a difference.  If we had gotten through to those that lost their lives last year to 
drowning, our fatality numbers could have been down.  The Nebraska Game and Parks and Iowa 
DNR can provide information to present at your boating safety classes on the number of accidents 
and fatalities in our area.  

There are many way of getting information to the public. It is important to publish classes on 
websites and at our local dealers.  Not only do our youth show  interest in classes but a large number 
of adults also respond and attend with their children and grandchildren.  What better way to ensure 
the safety of loved ones and spending a day together by attending a boating class.  Watch for listings of 
classes in your area in the near future.   

Submitted by Mary Poe    

Flotilla 33-05 new member is Bob Goetschkes.  Starting off with a new year, I have one person who 
is going to be a new RBSVP,  member Mike Clark.   

We are also having boat safety classes done by Gerard Forget.  Flotilla 05 has great instructors for 
the USCG Auxiliary:   Gerard Forget, who is a captain for a sailing vessel; Alice Forget, who is crew 
for a sailing vessel and Larry Wieczorek.  Nebraska Boating Instructors are William Smock, Larry 
Wieczorek, Alice and Gerard Forget.  Boating Safety Classes will start at the end of February to 
May of 2008; a total of 7 to 8 classes. 

William Smock and I are counting the days before the water open up for boating.    

We have new members for crew training: Colleen Campbell, Alycia Smock, Mike Clark, Gerard 
Forget and Bob Goetschkes.  Flotilla 05 Coxswain are William Smock, Larry Wieczorek and Martin 
Eisenman.  Flotilla 05 crew members are Phil Labadie, Mike Peterson, and Elizabeth Wieczorek.  
With the 12 hour program, we also have Martin Eisenman, William Smock and Larry Wieczorek.  
There's a new 2008 Underway Currency Maintenance/Recertification Check Ride and a Third  
Year Currency Maintenance program.   

Mike Clark and guest, Elizabeth and Larry Wieczorek, Martin and Kay Eisenman, Phil and Mary 
Labadie will attend  Change of Watch dinner on 19 of January.  Flotilla 05 will have Larry 
Wieczorek, William Smock, Mike Clark and Gerard Forget at the Midwest Boat show at the Qwest 
Sunday, 1-13-2008 from noon to 5 pm. 

Ed Sweeney is the new National Directorate Commodore for Recreational Boating Safety.  There is 
a new Maritime Domain Awareness Material order form.   

(continued on next page) 

RECREATIONAL BOATING SAFETY VISITATION 
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From Herb Angell, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, he will be doing re-instructors and new 
instructors who would like to become a Nebraska Game and Parks instructor for the boating safety 
program. Also from Herb Angell, there were 7 facilities in 2007. There were 34 accidents involving 
46 boats in 2007 with 47 people with personal injuries. Two died from a blunt force trauma by being 
struck by a boat and 5 drowned because they were not wearing a life jacket. 

The State of Nebraska is ranked 38 for total boat registrations with 91 counties in the program.  
There were 19 Maritime Events permits in 2007 issued compared to 18 in 2006.  It is mandatory  for 
all motorboat operators under the age of 18 to have a boat safety class. 

The core of the instructors’ group is selected from the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the U.S. 
Power Squadron, Law Enforcement Officers, and Public School Teachers. 

In our area there were 2 boat accidents at Beaver Lake, 4 on Missouri River and 4 at Branched Oak. 

Submitted by Larry Wieczorek 

Division 33's Marine Safety programs are starting off with a bang for the new year!   Flotilla 4 has 
already conducted training on 3 January along with the Altoona Fire Department in ice rescue. The 
4's are also making plans for representing Division 33, providing MS and PE demonstrations at the 
Des Moines Sports Show, the Des Moines "Kids Fest",  VE Days at area lakes (Saylorville, Red Rock, 
Rathbun, and Clear Lakes), and the annual Des Moines River Run and Garbage Grab scheduled for 
August.  Flotilla 2 has also been on the run with providing relief assistance coordination for a family 
in Palmyra who lost their home and contents due to a house fire.  The 2's are also making plans to 
represent the Division at the Severe Weather Symposium in Lincoln as well as the Lincoln Boat and 
Travel Show.   Plans are also in the works to have a MS/PE booth as well as providing a safe and 
secure landing site for Star Care V (Lincoln's aeromedical helo) at the Johnson County "Kids Fest" in 
Tecumseh.   BZ to both Flotillas 4 and 2 for continuing to maintain the highest standard for MS 
operations in Division 33 as well as the Auxiliary as a whole!!  

I am continuing to work with Mike Bragg (DSO-MS 8WR) to make the Trident Award more 
accessible for those that want to earn it.  To my knowledge, there are two of our Division members 
currently working on the Trident, and Mike has been made aware of the fact.  

With the recent devastating fire in Palmyra, I'd like to remind everyone that a working UL Listed 
smoke detector is a heck of a good (and inexpensive) life insurance policy for your family.  You are 
twice as likely to survive a fire in your home if you have a working smoke detector as well as a 
practiced home fire escape plan.  Do YOU have a home fire escape plan for your family?  Do you 
practice it?  Do YOU test your UL Listed smoke detectors at least once a week? 

Rest assured that our Marine Safety programs and operations in Division 33 are some of the best in 
the Auxiliary.   Thanks to YOUR help, we are one of the best MS divisions in the country and will 
continue to be in 2008! 

Submitted by Bill Montz 

MARINE SAFETY 
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We may have our boats in storage for now and we are all awaiting for Spring.  However, the 
Operations Program is at full throttle.  Member Training is the big focus for the winter months. 

The Boat Crew, Coxswain and PWC Qualification Guides are available at 
http://cgauxsurfaceops.us/manuals.htm  and on the CHDIRAUX Website. 

Enclosures (1), (2), & (3) to COMDTINST M16794.51A are now available for downloading on the 
Auxiliary Boat Crew Training Manual Appendices & Enclosures <http://forms.cgaux.org/
abctm.html> page.  These are used in conjunction with the triennial Currency Maintenance/
Recertification Check Rides for Crew Member, Coxswain and PWC (respectively). These currency 
requirements were in effect as of 1 Jan 2007. 

New Forms Are available on the National Forms Site, all Facility Inspection forms, Vessel (7003), 
Radio (7004), Aircraft (7005) and PWC (7008) have been revised to include facility availability 
questions. All previous editions are obsolete and may not be used. Also added to this group is a new 
Vehicle Offer for Use form, ANSC-7065. The ATON Verification form (7054) has been updated. The 
previous edition may not be used. 

There is an SO OP workshop on February 15-17 in St. Louis that I will be attending and will have 
information from N Train and other material for the Division workshop.  

Submitted by Pauline Longnecker 

OPERATIONS 

INFORMATION SERVICES 

Each new year seems to bring changes within the Auxiliary and 2008 is no different.  A number of 
forms have been changed, most notable are the 7001 (new member application) and the 7030.  PS 
officers be sure to download the latest 7001 to avoid delays in processing new members.  Everyone 
should download the latest 7030 and pay particular attention to pages 3 through 8 where the 
descriptions of our various missions are detailed.  To summarize the changes they have reduced the 
number of missions and expanded the descriptions of those missions.  If you have any questions please 
feel free to drop me an email. 

I intend to review the form changes as part of our annual OPs workshop, but if you wish to hold your 
own IS workshop, please let me know, and I will arrange to put on an IS workshop at a flotilla 
meeting.  In the meantime keep an eye on your mail box, some time in the next several weeks I will be 
mailing each member two copies of their 2007 Annual report.  Please review your report and send 
back one of the two copies in the provided stamped envelope by 2/29/08.  These reports are provided 
to you to insure that you are getting proper credit for all the things you do as an auxiliarist. 

Submitted by Frank Reiss 
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NTIA Rules and Communications Qualifications 

As the New Year gets underway, so do the many new policies and regulations that habitually take effect 
on January 1st.  One such item, though it may not directly affect most of us, is the new National Tele-
communications and Information Administration, or NTIA, rules governing radio spectrum bandwidth.  
This particular set of rules deal with the width of each radio “channel” that is assigned to an agency.  
Loosely called “wideband” and “narrowband”, the old channel spacing, or “wideband” was 25 kilohertz 
while the new, or “narrowband” spacing, has been cut in half to 12.5 kilohertz.  Interlinked with the 
channel spacing, older radios typically had a 5 kilohertz signal, called deviation, while the new ones 
only utilize a 1.5 to 2.5 kilohertz deviation.  This is where “wideband” and “narrowband” designations 
truly originate.  The radio receiver sensitivity is also narrowed so the new equipment will more readily 
reject interference and thus make the transmissions clearer and carry longer distances.  The new equip-
ment will reject signals from older equipment, or process it as distorted audio or interference. 

So, after all the technical jargon, how does this affect us in Division 33?  Simply put, at this time it does-
n’t!  We have no radio systems in the Division that currently operate on the affected frequencies and 
any system installed in the future will also not be an issue as it will already be compliant with the new 
rules.  This change does NOT include Coast Guard or Government radio frequencies that are 
“numbered channels” in the Marine Radio Band.  “Numbered channels” in the Marine Band are still 25 
kilohertz apart and have a 5 kilohertz deviation.  They are not changing at this time and will not be in 
the foreseeable future.  These new narrowband rules have been slowly taking effect since 1995, and 
January 1, 2008 was the final changeover date for all Coast Guard radio systems.  The total phasing out 
of old wideband radios should be complete by 2013 for all affected agencies. 

There is also a proposal being presented to the January meeting of our National EXCOM to completely 
overhaul the current communications qualification program.  This would include renaming it the Tele-
communications program, or TC.  This overhaul is needed to bring the Auxiliary into the 21st century 
and more directly align us to Coast Guard needs and operations.  If the proposal is approved by Na-
tional, it will become effective immediately and require a significant effort to implement the program 
and transition all currently qualified personnel to the new qualification standards. 

As noted in the beginning, these new rules and programs will not directly affect many of our members, 
but yet they will affect Auxiliary communications as a whole.  For those of us who are in communica-
tions, we have a busy year ahead and the opportunities to not only widen our individual knowledge, 
but to be at the forefront embracing the technology and making it work for the Auxiliary. 

Submitted by Doug Eubanks 

COMMUNICATIONS 
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INFLATABLE LIFE JACKET BASICS 
Stu Soffer, N-MS 
 
Inflatable life jackets are comfortable and make patrolling in hot/humid weather a lot easier. 
They also contribute in alleviating crew fatigue. Regardless if you prefer the old style or new, we 
should all know how to maintain inflatable life jackets and be able to answer boater’s questions. 
 
The term “life jacket” rather than “PFD” is used exclusively in this article because we are 
part of the Coast Guard Office of Boating Safety’s national thrust to promote life jacket wear and 
their endorsement of the “Wear It” theme which is replacing “You’re in Command.” The National 
Safe Boating Council and state boating authorities are also embracing “Wear It”; and 
promoting “life jackets” not “PFD’s.” In order to standardize the terminology used with 
the boating public, all are asked to begin using the term “life jacket.” There were 710 
recreational boating deaths in 2006, two thirds of them drowned and 90%  of 
the victims were not wearing their life jacket. Promoting life jacket wear can save lives. 
 
The Coast Guard initially classified inflatable life jackets as Type V Hybrid Inflatable 
Devices with performance levels equal to a Type I, II or III as noted on the label. They have 
evolved into the Type II and Type III categories making it easier for boaters to comply with boating 
laws. Read the label or data printed inside the life jacket to determine its Type and any restrictions. 
 
There are three brands of mechanisms accepted by the USCG for automatic inflating life 
jackets.  It should also be noted that some inflatable life jackets being sold are not 
USCG approved but may use components similar to those used in USCG approved life jackets. 
 
If an inflatable life jacket does not automatically inflate when a boater goes overboard, all 
models have a manual alternative. The wearer pulls a lanyard attached to the mechanism to 
puncture the CO2 cylinder. A third option is orally inflate the life jacket using the tube located on 
the upper left side of the inner life jacket. If the inflation mechanism does not have a bobbin or pill 
holder, it is only a manual (and oral) inflating life jacket. I have encountered boaters who thought 
they received an automatic inflating life jacket as a gift and it turned out to be a manual model. 
One boater almost drowned before pulling the lanyard and the life jacket inflated saving his life. 
 
When worn by vessel examiners or at boat show exhibits, an inflatable life jacket’s comfort quotient is 
readily apparent to recreational boaters and anglers, which is why we wear them on land. Recom-
mend you unscrew the CO2 cylinder at boat shows to prevent manual inflation by a prankster. Then 
it’s always a good idea to check the mechanism before embarking on a patrol. Be prepared to answer 
questions when wearing an inflatable life jacket because there is a lot of interest in them. 
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Excerpts from Volunteer Power News - Number 57 
Thomas W. McKee 

Two Willing Groups So who should we try to recruit? 

Recruiting and managing retiring professionals.  

How can you recruit and manage the whole new group of retiring professionals who are willing and 
excited to help you make a difference? Ask these questions about yourself and your organization to see 
if you're really "retiring professional" friendly: 

Do you have a cause? Retiring professionals want to make a difference, not a contribution. 

Are you providing opportunities for retiring professionals to use their professional skills? 

Are you keeping the standard high? Retiring Boomers don't want to work alongside half-committed, 
unprofessional, "any old way will do" volunteers. 

Are you highlighting the payoffs? Make sure volunteers know what's in it for them, as well as how 
their work benefits your cause or mission. 

Are you providing flexibility? These volunteers are on the go and will often volunteer for more than 
one organization. 

Recruiting and managing young professionals.  

How can you recruit and manage the whole new group of young volunteers who are willing and 
excited to help you make a difference? Ask these questions about yourself and your organization to see 
if you're really "young professional" friendly: 

Are you mission driven? Don't tell this young generation, "Please do this job and have it done by 
Friday." Instead, say, "What can you do to help us accomplish our mission?" Get to know them as 
individuals and listen to their input. 

Are you a coach to these young individuals? Be a coach-not a traditional manager. A coach challenges 
volunteers to do their best, yet nurtures individuals and encourages them to reach their full potential. 

Do you involve this young generation in decision making? They want to be a part of the team in 
making decisions. 

Does your group practice diversity (ethnic, gender, generational) in recruiting, promoting, hiring, and 
seeking leadership? This young generation ignores gender and racial biases and works with anyone who 
can help them accomplish common goals. 

Do you take advantage of the community service requirements that many schools require? This young 
generation puts in hundreds of hours of volunteering by the time they graduate from high school and/
or college. Do you have opportunities where they serve and can be inspired by your organization? 
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